
May 28, 2012 

Mr. Anthony Herman, Esq. 
Kim Collins 
Olfice of General Counsel 
Federal Election Commission 
999 E Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20463 

RE: MUR 6573 
Response to Complaint 

^ By Email: KCollins@fec.gpy 
VT 
0 Dear Mr. Hennan and Ms. Collins, 
in 
^ Please accept this as the response to the complaint filed by the New Mexico 

. ^ Republican Party. 
> 0 
I RE: General Overview: 
, 

The above-referenced complaint filed with the FEC by the New Mexico Republican Party 
on May 3,2012 is replete with knowingly false statements ("subscribed and swom" to), 
unsupported allegations, and innuendo. As such it should be dismissed and the 
complainant sanctioned for providing false information to a federal agency. 

The facts outlined below, along with supporting documents attached, cleariy demonstrate 
the false nature of the complaint 

Especially false are the allegations of''fraud" and intentional misconduct. Independent 
Source PAC has at all times acted in an open, honest, and transparent manner. 

Michael Corwin, the treasurer of Independent Source PAC has been in communication 
witii the FEC (Nicole Delia Rocco) regarding any issues that have arisen with our filings. 
The conversations wilfa Ms. Delia Rocco make H dear that Mr. Corwin is sincere in 
his efforts to comply with the law. 

Mr. Convin, as someone new to the federal filing process, has at times made mistakes 
due to not fully understanding the filing process. But, whenever those mistakes were 
identified by Ms. Delia Rocco, Mr. Corwin immediately worked to rectify them. Mr. 
Corwin has filed amended filings and 4g-hour notices wHhin rcqaircd limes allotted by 
Ms. Delia Rocco. 

The complaint, sensationalized as it is, was filed and released to the media via a press 
release in an attempt to scare off potential contributors to Independent Source PAC. And 
to retaliate against Independent Source PAC for knocking New Mexico Govemor Susana 
Martinez out of the Republican Party "veepstakes" in the 2012 presidential race. Because 



of the work by Independent Source PAC Govemor Martinez is currently under 
investigalion for corruption |yy the FBI and the New Mexico Attorney General's 
ofike. 

RE: Background on Independent Spurce PAC: 

Independent Source PAC has filed as both an independent expenditure only federal 
political committee and as state political committee in the state of New Mexico. All 
contributions and expenditures are disclosed to the public through filings with the FEC 
and the New Mexico Secretary of State. Independent Source PAC maintains separate 
bank accounts for its federal and state arms. 

f;T Our mission statement is to To protect working families hy inve.stigating arui exposing 
0 the actions, agendas, and hypocrisy of conservative candidates, elected and appointed 
^ officials and interest groups while supporting political candidates who believe that 
^ government lias the ability to improve the lives of all our citizens and not Just an elite 
KT few." 
0 
^ Michael Corvrin, who founded Independent Source PAC, is an investigator with 24-years 

of case preparation experience. Since its inception. Independent Source PAC has often 
developed and broken fact-based news stories before the media. 

The majority of our work involves original investigative pieces complete with supporting 
documents, original news articles (written by a reporter formally of the Albuquerque 
Tribune and Albuquerque Joumal) and editorials all of which are disseminated for free 
to the public on our website at w vvw.independcntsourcepac.org. 

Independent Source PAC also prepares fact-based investigative reports complete with 
supporting documents that are disseminated for free to the public on our website and on 
Scribd (a free Intemet wd>site for sharing original documents) and a free newspaper 
called New Mexico's Spyglass disbibuted via our website. Independent Source PAC also 
has created mini-documentaries (4-6 minutes in length) disseminated for free over the 
Intemet (on our website, YouTube and via email). 

Independent Source PAC in February 2012 ran four television commercials on cable 
stations in New Mexico (erroneously listed in the complaint as five commercials). Two of 
the .30 second videos were initially disseminated free to the public on the Intemet 
(YouTube and via Email) before being aired on cable television. In the complaint the 
Republican Party specifically cites the YouTube versions of these videos that were 
disseminated for free via the iBtcract. 



RE: False Allegation that Independent Source PAC Conspired with 
CWA to Defraud the Cpjrnmission by Using the Federal PAC to 
Bypass New Mexico Contribution Limits: 

The complaint falsely asserts that New Mexico has a $5,000 contribution limit on 
independent expenditure only groups. Np such cap exists. The complaint further falsely 
alleges that Independent Source PAC used its federal PAC on state related expenditures 
to "fraudulently" bypass this non-existent $5,000 state limit. 

Though many groups use their federal committees to impact state races, Independent 
P Source PAC has used its federal arm to impact the presidential election and used its 
^ state arm to impact state elections. 

0 
i Kl The complainant knows that New Mexico cannot limit contributions to independent 
I m expenditure groups. The complainant themselves asked for clarification from a 
. ^ federal judge who reinforced, well before the complaint was filed with the FEC, that 
, p there are no state contribution limits on independent expenditure groups. 
I in 
i fH Yet, despite its own role in darifying that no limits exist, the complainant alleges in 

its complaint that such limits still exist. (This alone should cause the dismissal of the 
complaint and the levying of sanctions for lying to a federal agency). 

We address both of those points. 

New Mexico does iigt hayie a_$5jOOO State Contribution Limits: 

Regardless of which arm Independent Source PAC chose to fund, as an independent 
expenditure only group, based upon Citizens* United and other decisions, we can accept 
unlimited campaign contributions to either the state arm or federal arm. Prior to accepting 
any contributions, Independent Source PAC undertook extensive due diligence in 
order to determine the legality of accepting unlimited contributions at the state levd 
as well as the federal levd. 

Independent Source PAC notified the FEC and the State of New Mexico that as an 
independent expenditure committee it planned to accept unlimited contributions. The 
State of New Mexico approved Independent Source PAC as a state political 
committee well after it was notified in writing of our intent to accept unlimited 
contributions and after the state declined to address a request from Independent 
Source PAC for an advisory opinion specific to accepting unlimited contributions. 

The complaint erroneously states that Independent Source PAC was registered with 
the FEC on January 23,2012. As the attached email from Myles Martin shows. 
Independent Source PAC registered with the FEC on June 20,2011. Michael Corwin 
later replaced Shane Youtz, a busy attomey, as treasurer. (See attached email #1). 



Independent Source PAC submitted a Form 1, Statement of Organization-Unlimited 
Contributions with its registration paperwork pemnitting our federal arm to accept 
unlimited comributions. 

Independent Source PAC notified the New Mexico Secretary of State and the New 
Mexico Attorney GeneraPs office in writing in May 2011, that we intended to 
function as an independent expenditure state PAC as well as federal PAC and would 
accept unlimited contributions. 

Efforts to Obtain an Advisory Opinion as to Any Legal Basis for State Law 
to Contravene the US Supreme Court Ruling in Citizens' United: 

tiT New Mexico, which has a part-time unpaid legislature, failed to update its campaign 
0 contribution limit law following the United States Supreme Courts' Citizens'. United 
^ decision that government had no countervailing interest to restrict the free speech of 

independent expenditure groups. 
Kt 
0 New Mexico has yet to comply with the US Supreme Court mling by carving out a 
''I separate category for independent expenditure groups. But both the New Mexico 

legislature and the New Mexico attomey general acknowledge (without addressing 
legislatively) that there is a difference between independent expenditure only groups and 
those who contribute directly to candidates and party committees. 

In an advisory opim'on 10-03 dated November 10,2010, Attomey General Gary King 
acknowledged that there is a difference between direct and independent 
expenditures, *'Vntk*r the Campaign Kefwrtir^ Act, an expenditure made by a person 
.separately and independently of a candiilate, even for a political purpose, is not without 
more, a contribution to a candidate." (See Answer ?/ 4 on Opinion No. 10-03 ]\2). 

Since New Mexico campaign law was silent as to independent expenditure groups we 
sought an opinion from the New Mexico Secretary of State and the New Mexico 
Attomey General on the legality of the $5000 cap. We did so prior to forming 
Independent Source PAC. 

On May 12,2011, Michael Corwin submitted an email to New Mexico Secretary of State 
Dianna Duran, "attached please find a reque.sl fiyr an opinion on whether an independent 
expenditure group may collect unlimited cwtiribuiions despite the 5K cap on 
contributions to PACs and Campaign Committees. T/ianks. " (See attached email 3̂). 

Attached to the email was a letter dated May 6,2011 address to Secretary of State Duran 
and to New Mexico Attomey General Gary King entitied *'RE: Request for Advisory 
Opinion." A copy of the letter was also hand-delivered to the New Mexico Attomey 
General's office. 

The letter states, "Independent Source PAC C'Committee) plans to register with the I-'IZC 
as a 527 and with the New Mexico Secretary of State's Office as a political committee. 



We plan to solicit and accept unlimited contributions fi^om individuals, political 
committees, corporations arui labor organizatifms to jitrul independent expenditures. " 

We then asked for an advisory opinion on whether this was permissible. 

"IVe askfiyr the advisory opinion as to whether the Citizens United v. I'LC, and the 
SfJcechNow v. bbXl decisions along with the I'EC Advi.sory Opinion 2010-11 
Commonsense Ten invalidate the $5000 contribution limit to a political committee 
outlined in the Campaign Reporting Act as amended by the 2009 Senate Bill 116, which 
took effect November 2010 when the political committee is an independent expendiiure 
only committee rather than q committee that makes direct contributions to candidates 

fM and party committees " (See request for advisory opinion U4). 
fM 

The letter laid out the legal arguments as to why such a cap was no longer legally 
iri permissible and stated, "Without the only countervailing interest that permitted 
in government to restrict Ihe free speech (limit contributions) of independent expenditures 
^ only committees, there is no lawfiil basis to restrict unlimited contributions from 
!2[ individuals, political committee.s, corporations and labor organizations." 
w 
in 
iH The New Mexico Attomey General's office responded that it could only issue an opinion 

if asked by a govemment official. 

Therefore, on May 17,2011 Michael Corwin submitted a follow-up email to NM 
Secretary of State Duran, "according to the New Mexico Attomey General's qffice, they 
may only issue an advisory {opinion upon a request firom an elected official. Since the 
nature of our request is likely to be relevant to a number ofgrtmps in New Mexico and 
since your office is in charge of enforcement of the Campaign Act limits, it makes seme 
for you, as an elected official, to ask the Attomey Oenerai for an advisory opinion on this 
i.s.sue. 

Also, since we are prepared to move forward but want to do so within the confines of the 
law, we would ask that you make the request for an advisory ofunion to the Attorney 
General within ten days (10) of the receipt of the email. Since it appears based upon tnir 
re.search that the contribution limit is unconstitutional when applied to Independent 
Expenditure Only PACs/527s, we will construe any failure to request an advisory opinion 
as acceptance of our position. " (See attached email #5). 

On May 19, 2011, Secretary of State Duran's office prepared a letter addressed to 
Attomey General King that was worded as a request for legal opinion on whether the 
$5,000 cap applied to independent expenditure groups. However, the letter was never 
signed by Secretary of State Duran and was never sent to Attorney General King. 
(See attached letter dated May 19,2011 on Secretary of State letterhead #6). 

Therefore no advisoiy opinion request was prepared and no information provided by 
state officials that contravened that the Citizens* United ruling was now the law of 
the land. 



At no time was Independent Source PAC notified by either the SOS or the AG that the 
$5000 cap applied to independent expenditore groups. Based upon the free speech mling 
of Citizens' United (states may not restrict a federal right when the federal govemment 
may not) and the lack of response to our official notice to collect unlimited contributions 
Independent Source PAC was hiwfully allowed to accept unlimited contributions for 
its state arm as wdl as its federal arm. 

On June 30,2011, Independent Source PAC registered as an "Independent Expenditure 
Organizatkm" with the New Mexico Secretary of State (See attached registration form 
#7). 

in 
^ Hypocrisy of Complainant who Filed for an Injunction against the State 
Q Limits Citing that the State May Not Contravene the US Supreme Court: 
in 
^ Ironically, the complainants in this matter filed a lawsuit seeking to prevent 
97 enforcement of the S5,000 limits on Republican independent expenditure groups 
0 and prevailed. This blatam hypocrisy was reported by the Albuquerque Joumal who 
'̂ '] criticized the complainants for filing the complaint against Independent Source PAC 

accusing us of dodging state limits on contributions. The Joumal (a fairiy Republican 
leaning newspaper) wrote, "memo to the state OOP: '/here are no limits, thanks in part 
to you and your allies." (See the attached article US). 

Cleariy the complainants knew at the time of filing their complaim to the FEC that there 
are no contribution limits on independent expenditure groups in New Mexico, but 
chose intentionally to allege in the complaint to the FEC that such limits exist. 

Their lawsuit reiterated the same legal arguments used in our request for advisory opinion 
that since the Citizens' United decision New Mexico cannot apply the limits (restrict free 
speech) to any independent expenditure group either federal or state. 

In response to the Republican lawsuit. New Mexico Secretary of State Duran (who 
chose to not request the advisory opinion that wc asked for and was a defendant in 
the NM Republican Party lawsuit) concurred. She supported the GOP*s request for 
an injunction, **it appears that an injunction is in the public interest given the nature 
of the constitutional claims Plaintiffs allege in this lawsuit and the recent decision hy 
the United States Supreme Court in Citizens United vs. FEC, ISOS. Ct 876, 895 
(2010)". (See attached filing #9). 

Thus the Secretaiy of State (the state's chief eiection official) acknowledged that the 
Citizens United mling abrogated the state's $5,000 cap on contributions to independent 
expenditure groups. 

In the New Mexico Republican Party^s lawsuit, US District Court Judge Johnson 
also made clear that no such limits can apply following Citizens* United clear cut 
first amendment ruling, **therefore. New Mexico does not have an anti-corruption 



interest capable of justifying contribution limits if those contributions are to be used 
exclusively for indq^ruIeHt expenditures 

Therefore, *'the contribution limits in the Act are unconstitutionaL " (See # 10). 

The unconstitutionality of the state's contribution limits began not with Judge Johnson's 
ruling, but with the Supreme Court's mling in Citizens' United. Therefore, tiiere has been 
no $5,000 limit on independent expenditure groups in New Mexico since the day the 
Supreme Court, who makes the law of the land regarding free speech, mled. 

To reiterate: The complainant's assertion that a $5,000 limit existed is knowingly false. 
Further, as the documents show. Independent Source PAC made every effort to notify the 

! ^ state that it intended to collect unlimited contributions and to obtain an opinion from the 
, Q state of New Mexico long before accepting fiinds in excess of $5,000. Despite these 
I rn efforts no election official contradicted our statement that limits on independent 
> in expenditure groups was unconstitutional. 
• VT 

KT 
I 0 Complaints False Assertions Regarding Contributions: 
I in 
' The complaint makes numerous false assertions regarding the contributions received 

from CWA. 

The complaint erroneously asserts "Independent Source PAC is wholly fiinded by the 
Communications Workers qf America ("CWA ") ". While CWA contributed the vast 
majority of funding to Independent Source PAC, it is not the sole spurce of funding for 
Independent Source PAC. This information was readily available to the Republican Party 
of New Mexico should it have bothered to check. 

Independent Source PAC has received contributions to both its federal and state arms 
from individuals and businesses completely unrelated to CWA. 

The reporting period covering 7/1/11-9/30/1, when Independent Source PAC first started 
up, the sole contribution was from MCML for $2,000. MCML is a catastrophic injury 
law firm. (It should be noted that the Republicans attacked that contribution too.) 

Independent Sdurce PACs state arm has received contributidns frdm 12 contributors not 
affiliated witii CWA. 

Independent Source PAC is not a wholly owned subsidiary of CWA. Independent Source 
PAC's work is dictated entirely by those in Independent Source PAC. We are not an arm 
of CWA. 

Independent Source PAC paid considerable money to a ""professional fundraiser" for the 
purpose of raising funds from as many sources as possible. Unfortunately, this fundraiser 
tailed to raise any funds despite the money paid to her. 



The complainant falsely states, "that the federal PAC'sfocus is now on "unseating 
conservative state legislators." All dforts to ''unseat'* state legislators are being 
funded through the Independent Source PACs state arm. In fact the Joumal article 
referenced above mentions that Independent Source PAC is using our state arm in state 
legislative races. 

Our state campaign reports filed with the New Mexico Secretary of State also confirm the 
use of our state arm in state races. 

Knocking Susana Martinez Out of Running for VP Provides a Clear Benefit 
to the Re-Election Efforts of President Obama and Vice President Biden: 

fM 
KT The complaint alleges that our four commercials (erroneously numbered as five) do not 
0 pertain in any way to candidates running for federal office or to federal issues. And do 

not benefit Presidem Obama's re-dection campaign as we have designated in our reports. 
KT 

Again, the complainants specifically cited in the complaint the free Intemet distribution 
0 YouTube versions as their source for infomiation rather than the actual tdevision 

commercials themsdves. 
>H 

The complaint falsely states that Martinez is "not running for Vice President". However, 
Martinez very clearly is in the running for vice president The complaint ignores the 
fact that there is no primary for vice president Instead those who wish to be vice 
president audition for the role. There is a clear benefit to an incumbent president and vice 
president when actions are taken to keep potentially formidable vice presidents off of 
the ballot. 

Libertarian Presidential Candidate Focuses on Martinez on Campaign Trail: 

Independent Source PAC is not alone in focusing on Martinez and her role in altering the 
dynamic of the presidential election. In fact, a presidential candidate is doing that too. 
Current Libertarian presidential nominee, Gary Johnson, (who initially ran in the 
Republican presidential primaiy) has taî geted Martinez in presidential candidate 
appearances and in the national media as part of his national election strategy. 

Johnson's aim has been to keep her off of the ballot in or&er to increase his own chances: 

Libertarian presidential candidate Johnson told Politico, "Mill Romney nmy he able to 
win New Mexico rf he chooses Gov. Susana Martinez as his running mate." (See article 
entitled Libertarian Gary Johnson-Mitt Romney can win New Mexico if he puts Susana 
Martinez on the ticket --#11). 

Just as Independem Source PAC has done, preadential candidate Johnson has targeted 
Martinez's efforts to repeal drivers' licenses for illegal immigrants and to challenge her 
positions on immigration reform. 



"Former New Mexico governor and Ubertarian presidential candidate Gary.Johnson is 
slamming successor Su.sana Martinez for being to tough on illegal immigrants. 

Johnson said this week while campaigning in las Vegas (NV) thai Martinez's efforts to 
make it difficult for immigrants lo live illegally in the United States isn 7 wi.se [folicy." 
(See article Ex. Gov. Johnson slams Gov. Martinez on Immigration #12). 

A presidential candidate as part of his campaign has heaped criticism on Martinez 
in recognition of the fact that her presence on the ballot in New Mexico may cause 
Obama/Biden to lose here. The benefit to the Obama/Biden ticket in keeping Martinez 
off of the GOP ticket is clear-cut. 

0 

^ Efforts to Secure Martinez's Place on the GOP Ticket: 

O 
in Govemor Susana Martinez and her political team made a concerted effort to position her 
ffl as a vice president who can bring increase Republican support from Hispanics and 
^ Women. Even if they are unable to get her onto the ballot, Martinez is still considered a 
p national point person for driving Hispanic voters to support the Republican presidential 
Kl candidate. 
»H 

Key Martinez political advisor, Nicole McCleskey (wife of Martinez political gum Jay 
McCleskey) wrote an article on 9/14/11, "As Obama falters are Hispanics an opportunity 
for GOP?" where she wrote "in 2010, irulividual Republican candidates proved that they 
could win significant .sluires of the Hispanic vote, but the GOP lias yet to change the 
overall brand." (See article #13). 

McCleskey followed up with an article entitied "Hispanic Outreach in 2012" dated 
1/17/12 specifically touting Martinez's success with Hispanic voters. 

"Governor Su.sana Martinez of New Mexico today boasts a 65% approval rating 
.statewide. Her job approval rating among Hispanic voters (62%) nearly matches that 
among white voters (68%). 

Hui it wasn 7 always this way... in 2010, then-candidate Martinez fought for the Hisfxmic 
vote. Throughout the election, Hispanic women were particularly difficult to attract with 
their stronger Democrat leanings, but persistence and sincere messaging won out. 
Martinez ended up carrying 41% of the Hi.spanic vtHe, compared to the 31% of Mc( 'ain 
just iM/o years earlier. 

What is notewffrlhy is how her supp(trt hasgrtnvn since she has taken office... 

Today, 60% ofHispanic men and 64% of Hispanic women approve of the job Martinez is 
doing as governor. She didn 7 get their wues .simply because .she shared their cultural 
identity. Hut she did earn their respect and support once elected." 

McCleskey closed with these two snippets. 



"If Republicans want to earn the votes of Hispanics, then we must elect Hispanic leaders 
tt) set the example. " 

"...for doing what really matters...electing Republican Hispanic candidates who can be 
role models andfuture leaders of this country." (See attached article #14). 

Her political team's efforts focused on her being the first female, Hispanic govemor in 
the country, who polls well among Hispanics (touted as the key to the presidential race) 
and women. Therefore, she is uniquely positioned to the same on the national ticket. 
Since the GOP has trouble winning support from both Hispanics and women. 

1̂  

They then worked with Jeb Bush and other national Republicans to position her for 
0 greater national exposure as the person who can bring Hispanics to the GOP. 
in 

"The latest GOP effort will come this weekend at the Hispanic Leadership Network's 
^ (HLN) Southwest conference in Albuquerque, NM. The conference will bring logether 
0 Ijatino Republican policymakers and elected officials, such as New Mexico Chv. Susana 
in Martinez, to discuss issues .such as jobs, hfnising, healthcare and immigration." (See 
*H attached Univision article "Republicans aggressively courting Latino vote" # 15). 

"Conservatives know that Hispanics are an important voting bloc (See same article). 

National Republicans have touted the fact that Martinez won over 40% of the Hispanic 
vote in winning the New Mexico Govemor's race in 2010. By all national poiiticai 
assessments, the GOP ticket must win 40% of the Hispanic vote to win the election. 
(Hence the reference by McCleskey to McCain's attracting only 31% of Hispanic vote 
when he ran against Obama in 2008 versus Martinez eaming 41%). 

Here is just a sampling of news articles on Martinez as a top tier vice presidential pick 
and as a key figure to draw Hispanic votes to the GOP who can impact the 2012 
presidential race. 

"Short-lister watch: Martinez approval strong" (Politico 12/21/11)- "Twopolls this week 
show New Mexico Gov. Susana Martinez, a first-term Republican who has drawn interest 
as a reform-minded Hispanic conservative, in strong and maybe even veep-worthy 
political condition." (See attached article #16). 

"Veepstakes speculation heats up" (Politico 8/18/11)- complete with photo of Martinez at 
lead of article. (See attached coversheet #17). 

"GOP Loves Look of VP Field" (Politico 2/8/1 1>T complete with photo of Martinez at 
lead of the article. "From its highe.st levels to the grass rooi.s, the (JOP is buzzing over 
Marco, Hobby and Susana." (See attached coversheet #18). 

10 



Top 10 breakout stars of 2010 (Politico 12/13/10)- complete with photo of Martinez at 
lead of article. "Now from her perch in the Southwest, Martinez is poised to be one of her 
party's leading voices on immigration emd could play a significant role in courting 
Hi.spanic volers in a key region in 2012, as the CrOP works to lake back many of the 
Mountain West states Obama captured in 2008." (See attached article 1119). 

As seen by the dates shown, this effort to position Martinez as a top tier vice presidential 
pick began long before we ran any commercials. 

Romney Identifies Martinez as a Good Vice Presidential Choice: 

^ Mitt Romney, the Republican nominee for president (though in theory he has not been 
^ nominated yet and by the complainants logic should not be targeted in ads by 
0 independent groups because he has yet to be nominated) has called Martinez a good 
in choice for vice president in national televised presidential debates (for the first time on 
''̂  1/26/12 in Las Vegas, NV CNN debate) as well as in television appearances and 
1̂  interviews with reporters: 

D 
in "Mitt Romney Drops Susana Martinez's Name while Talking Veep" (Fox News Latino 
•H I /23/12). "New Mexico Gov. Suscma Maninez has joined the list ofpoliticians named as 

potential vice presidential candidates, but who say they are not interested in Ihe job. 

Former Mas.sachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney dropped the first-term Republican governor \s 
name Friday during an interview on Fox News." (See attached article #20). 

"Washington Post Politics on Govemor Susana Martinez"- Why she matters: "The first 
Latino woman to be elected governor in the United States, Martinez is rapidly becoming 
an important national star for a Republican Party lacking in diversity. She is New 
Mexico's firsl female governor and her name is in Ihe mix as a possible vice-presidential, 
nominee in 2012." (See attached article #21). 

"GOP VP Possibilities: How About a Woman from Out West" (Huff Post Politics 
2/29/12). "Martinez is from a normally Democratic state. She is a Hispanic with a tough 
law and order image. She is from out west. She seems to be in step with the conservatives 
of the GOP on the key social issues of the day. Her tough image may be what the 
Republicans are looking for in 2012. She certainly has to be better than their 2008 IT 
choice." (See attached article #22). 

"Pollster: Latinos Are Key to GOP Winning White House" (Real Clear Politics 3/8/12). 
"Polling a.side, Ayers believes Republicans have a tool this year that they didn 7 have 
before: iMtino leaders in the fKorty, such as Florida Sen. Marco Rubio, New Mexico Gov. 
Su.sanna Martinez and Nevada Gov. Hrian Sandoval. " (See attached article #23). 

"Why Govemor Susana Martinez Needs to Be Romney's Pick for Vice President; Why a 
Working Class Hispanic Woman can Restore the National Republican Party" (Las Vegas 
Daily Times 4/10/12). "Hy choosing a Hispanic woman, Romney takes care of both 
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i.s.sues white .showing a different side to his robotic persona " and "a Hispanic working 
class woman selected for Vice President would change the game, for the better." (See 
attached article #24). 

"Veepstakes: How much does the Hispanic vote really matter" (Westem Free Press 
4/20/12).. "Republican strategists .say that whomever Romney picks, the .selection has to 
resonate with Hispemic voters. Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL) is by far the leading Hisjxmic 
candidate for Romney, but there are others.. They include New Mexico Gov. Susana 
Martinez, Nevada Gov. Brian Sandoval and Fortuno." (See attached article #25). 

"Vice President: Susana Martinez" (Town Hall.com 4/30/12). "Why.should the GOP 
nominee choose New Mexico Gov. Susana Martinez as a running mate ? For starters, 

^ there are voter demographics: She is Ihe first I/xtina to ever be elected governor in the 
0 United States. In the past few election cycles, the Republican ticket has .struggled to 
in garner both the Hispanic arui women's vote. Martinez would aftpeal ta those voters in 

addition to the conservative base arui independents, tmd her nomination would throw ihe 
^ race card out the window." (See attached article #26). 

O 
in "Susana Martinez: What new Mexico's Govemor Can Teach the GOP: Why the 
'H country's first Latina governor might be Mitt's best veep pick" (Newsweek Daily Beast 

5/14/12). "At this point, the buzz for Martinez is .still building: The Washington Po.sl 
recently ranked her fifth on the veepstakes list." 

(This artide does mention our work targeting her pay to play cormption on "Martinez '.v 
record is not without the usual opp(f-re.search fodder. New Mexico progressives accuse 
her of awarding casino contract.s...to campaign dorutrs ". Martinez is now under FBI 
investigation for her actions regarding this contract. —See page 5 of the attached article 
#27). 

Romney has done a remarkable job during the Republican primary of alienating both 
Hispanics and female voters. As such Martinez when taken at face value offers the 
opportunity to increase Republican support fiom both sets of electorate. 

As recently as May 15, articles have continued to appear with tities such as "VP Buzz 
still Surrounds New Mexico Govemor Susana Martinez." NPR News reported on May 
23,2012, "7/fcr Republican National Convention is still three months away, and the 
guessing continues about whom Mitt Romney, the presumptive nominee, might pick as his 
running mate. Fttrmer Minne.sirta governor Tim Pawlenty and current New Mexico Gov. 
Su.sana Martinez both make some short li.sts. " 

We have mentioned but a few of the many articles touting Martinez's possibility of 
joining the presidential ticket and the benefits that would provide Romney at President 
Obama's expense. But, in terms of sheer volume here are some quick statistics: 

A Google search of Romney + Susana Martinez + vice president yields 106,000 results 
in .27 seconds. 
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A Google search of Susana Martinez vice president yields 94,700 results in . 14 seconds. 

A Google search of Susana Martinez Hispanic vote yields 89,900 results in .32 seconds. 

All of Independent Source PAC's Ads Pertained to Federal Issues that Are 
Raised During a Presidential Election: 

All four ads aired by Independent Source PAC and listed in our 48-hour reports (as well 
as Schedule E) tackled subjects raised in the presidential debates and whicli impact 
federal office holders: Education (2 ads), immigration reform, and cormption. 

P 
Jeb Bush, the founder of the previously mentioned Hispanic Leadership Network, a group 

0 dedicated to increasing the Republican vote among Hispanics, selected Martinez as the 
keynote speaker for the group's national convention. (See attached article #28). 

in 
,1̂  Bush, in a 1/25/12 Washington Post editorial entitied "Four ways Republicans can win 
0 Hispanics back" identified education as a top issue to convince Hbpanics to vote for 
in the Republican presidential ticket Martinez has adopted the national "education 
'"̂  reform" agenda that has been endorsed by Romney and Republicans throughout the 

country. (See attached editorial). 

"Third, we should press for an overhaul of our educalion sy.stem. Republicans have the 
field lo themselves on this issue. Teachers unions and education bureaucrats have 
blocked Democrats from serious reform it will happen only with Republican political 
leadership. Hut, we haw to mttve beyond .simplistic plans to *get rid of the Defiartmenl qf 
Education* andfixus on substantive, broad-based reform that includes school choice, 
robust accountability for underperforming schools and the elinunation of social 
prtfmtttion, in which kids are passed along withimt mastering grade-level skills. Such 
improvements, it was noted in 2009, plus efforts to embrace digital learning, helped 
Hispanic .students in Florida lead the nation among their peers. And Hi.spanic voters, 
who often feel their children are trapped in failing .scho€)Lv, mHice. (The bold added tor 
emphasis specifically relates to the topics of the two education commercials we ran and 
listed as independent expenditures). (Also article #29). 

Independent Source PACs ads targeted the national education reform agenda that 
Martinez advances. Martinez has sent out mailers linking her education reform efforts to 
President Obama claiming that the Obama approves of her agenda. (See attached mailer 
#30). 

Martinez recently was quoted by the national media following her criticism of Romney's 
self-deportation comments related to illegal immigration that appeared in the Newsweek 
Daily Beast article mentioned above. Martinez clearly has adopted the role of trying to 
soften the anti-immigrant positions Romney staked out during the primary to make them 
more palatable to Hispanics. 
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The complainants appear to have amnesia as to the alleged involvement of New Mexico 
govemors in corruption and how that issue can affect their efforts to hold national office. 

Former New Mexico Republican Party Chairman, Harvey Yates, Jr. wrote an editorial 
regarding then Govemor Bill Richardson and allegations of cormption after Richardson 
was nominated by President Obama to be the Commerce Secretary. (See attached 
editorial #31). 

"He chase well for his Commerce secretary. Commerce is so well positioned to squeeze 
and cajole business Unfortunately, what likely made Richardson right for Ihe Commerce 
Department also may make him right for an indictment. Timing is everything they say. " 

»H 

^ Yates further attacked the sitting govemor and potentid cabinet secretary with "will 
Q investigatifm of corruption in this state will cause his departure." 
m 
in Although Richardson to this day has never been charged with any crime, the alleged New 
^ Mexico cormption investigations caused Richardson to withdraw from the Commerce 
^ Department nomination. (See article #32). 
in 
»H Afier Govemor Richardson withdrew from the cabinet nomination, the complainants 

wrote, "'Ihe Republican Party of New Mexico commends the FHI arui the US Attorney \s 
office for their work. Like the rest qf the country, we are waiting to see what comes of the 
investigation into Hill Richardson's administration." (See attached #33). 

Thanks to Independent Source PACs deep investigation into Martinez's cormpt handling 
of a contract worth a billion dollars to her contributors as featured in our advertisement 
on cormption, Martinez is now under federd investigation for her pay to play in her role 
awarding a contract worth a billion dollars to contributors. 

Ultimately, it is this investigation more than anything else that will diminate Susana 
Martinez for contention to be the Republican vice president candidate and as the national 
figure to drive Hispanic voters to the GOP. 

The benefit of her departure is clearly of benefit to President Obama and Vice president 
Biden. 

RE: 48-Hour Reports: 

Upon being notified by the FEC of the missing 48-hour reports, 1 cdled the FEC and 
spoke to Ms. Delia Rocco and leamed that I had misunderstood when the reports needed 
to be filed. This was due to my inexperience in filing federal filings not to any attempt to 
violate the law. 

The filings contained full documentation of each expenditure, but not the 48-hour filing 
because of my misunderstanding of when the 48-hour filing needed to be made. There 
was no effort made to hide any of the expenditures. 
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I erroneously thought the 48-hour filings pertained to advertisements within 48 hours of 
an election. I fully accept responsibility for the mistake in not filing and corrected the 
mistake by filing once Ms. Delia Rocco cleared up the misunderstending. 

48-hour reports were filed upon notice that they had not been filed and will be filed as 
required from that point onward. It should be noted that the FEC recognizes that a prompt 
response to the notice of the failure to file a 48-hour report is a mitigating facter. 

The complaint ignores the fact that the 48-hour reports were filed and that we were in 
contact with the FEC regarding this subject once notified of the requirement to file. This 

fM clearly demonstrates our desire to work in compliance with the FEC. 
in 
KT 
2. It should also be noted that the cable television buy in totaled $12,884.94 (2 each at 
Kl $6,442.47) exceeding the $10,000 threshold by $2,884.94. This was included in the 
in 1/1/2012-3/31/2012 Form 3X Schedule E and tiie late filed, but filed 48-hour notice for 

that time period. 
0 

We also submitted a 48-hour report at the same time for radio expenditures during the 
«H last three months of 2011. Again, there was no effort to hide or mislead the FEC. All the 

expenditures were included in the Schedule £. 

Recently Ms. Delia Rocco requested that I amend the 48-hour report, I only included the 
expenditure that exceeded the $10,000 limit rather than both expenditures that were 
included in Schedule E. This was recentiy brought to my attention by Ms. Delia Rocco 
and will be remedied via an amended filing. 

It should be noted that the independent expenditures were all included in the Schedule E 
filings. As to the $190,000 that the complainant dleges in the complaint to be 
independent expenditures the number is fiction and not based on actudity. 

As previously stated the vast amount of our efforts are devoted to research and 
information distributed for free on the Intemet. The FEC recognizes that such actions are 
neither "public communications" nor independent expenditures. 

Those who work with independent Source PAC perform a wide variety of assignments in 
any given day. Cldming dl work done by Independent Source PAC shows further 
willingness on the part of the complainant to provide knowingly fdse information to a 
federal agency. 

RE: Disclosures: 

The complainants dlege that the five videos they transcribed from YouTube (free intemet 
distribution) and therefore not public communication by definition bear incomplete 
disclosures. 
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Of the four commercids aired two of the commerdals, one on education, one on public 
cormption comply fully with the FEC requirements, including visuals of paid for by, not 
associated with any candidate or committee and the website address. They also include 
the verbd notice of paid for by. 

Two videos may fall short of the written disclosures. These were the first two that we 
made (all videos were done in house—we wear many different hats on a given day) and 
were initidly meant to be free Intemet distribution videos on YouTube and sent to 
supporters by email. However, a decision was later made to mn them as cable ads. It 
appears that in die msh to get them on dr that we did not go back and rework the paid for 
by panel. 

in 
1̂  The ads do say pdd for by Independent Source PAC verbally and contdn the website 
0 address. 
in 
^ 1 accept responsibility for not updating the panels to include the full disclosure and 
^ apologize for this oversight. 

0 
RE: Conclusion: 

»H 
The vast majority of the complaint by the Republican Party of New Mexico is pldn and 
simply fdse. They attacked the messenger for bdng effective: They hoped by smearing 
us to suppress future fundraising. 

The sheer number of fdse statements by the complainant "subscribed and sworn" cannot 
be ignored. 

The complaint is about revenge, because their hopes of seeing Susana Martinez become 
vice president have been dashed due to our exposing her in cormpt pay to play conduct 
and in succeeding in getting a criminal investigation of her conduct. 

The FEC has been aware of and understanding of the teaming curve that I as a first time 
treasurer have been working through. I have been in regular contact with the FEC to 
correct any mistakes made and have been responsive to the FEC whenever an issue has 
been raised. 

Thank you for the opportunity to set the record straight. 

I declare under penalty of peijury that the foregomg is true and correct. 
Executed this 28th day of May, 2012 in M>uqu<frque, Npv^exico. 

Michael Corwin 
Treasurer, Independent Source PAC 
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VT 
in 

Opinion No. 10-0.1 
November 10,2010 
Page 5 of 6 

4. Under the Campaign Reporting Act, ir a person spends money for a political 
purpose related to a candidate but does not coordinate that spending with a 
candidate, does that spending qualify as an in-kind contribution to the 
candidate? 

The Campaign Reporting Act defines "contribution," in pertinent part, as "a gift, subscription, 
loan, advance or deposit of money or other thing of value, including the estimated value of an 
in-kind contribution, tiiat is made or received for a politicd purpose... " NMSA 1978, § 1-
19-26(F). Ari "expenditure is "a payment, transfer or distribution or obligation or promise to 
pay, transfer or distribute any money or other thing of value for a political purpose." Id. ̂  l -
19-26(J). A contribution or an expenditure is "for a political purpose" if it is made "to 

v;j influence or attempt to influence an election." Id § 1-I9-26(M). The Campaign Reporting 
0 Act requires a candidate and other "reporting individuals" to file reports of expenditures made 

and contributions received. Id. ̂  1-19-29. 
in ~ " ' 
VT . . 

For purposes of this opinion, we assume the question above concerns what are often referred 
0 to as "independent expenditures." Under the Campaign Reporting Act, an expenditure made 
i') by a person separately and independentiy of a candidate, even for a political purpose, is not, 
'"̂  without more, a contribution to a candidate. If, however, the person gives the goods, services 

or other product of the expenditure to the candidate, the product v^il constitute an in-kind 
contribution. For example, a public opinion poll that is paid for independentiy and later given 
to the candidate for his or her use would constitute an in-kind contribution, the "estimated 
value" of which would be used for purposes of complying with the Act's reporting 
requirements and contribution limits. 

5. Would contributions to the RPNM in excess of the various contribution limits in 
the Campaign Reporting Act subject the contributor and the RPNM to criminal 
penalties or sanctions? Under the Campaign Reporting Act, would the state be 
required to demonstrate that the purpose of the contribution was to circumvent 
the Campaign Reporting Act? 

Section 1-19-36 of the Campaign Reporting Act provides: 

Any person who knowingly and willfully violates any provision of the 
Campaign Reporting Act is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished 
by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) or by 
imprisonment for not more than one year or both. 



Office of the Secretary of State ' ftECriypp 
State of New Mexico c~P^^^ ^ 

Eflilcs Administratiim SeCfe;an,» Sjaie 
325 Don Caspar Suite 300 

SantaFe,NfM87503 2IIIJUN30 W l l : 18 
TelephoDe: 800-477-3632 or 505-827-3600 

Fax: 505-827-4954 

mON FORI h POLITICAL COMMITTED REGISTRATION FORM 
KT • •. 
0 
ffl T!«̂ -:1̂ Siiî ipi/Biign Reporting Act defines a politicd committee, in general, to mean two or more persons other than a 
in -fffaijjĵ jjĝ ^ oonuoittee who are selected, i^inted, chosen, associated, orgamzed or operated prHflllilY for a 
^ JpjpiI$Î Mii|).aŝ ^̂  is, to influence or attempt to iidluence an dection. The term political committee includes political 

acdcm committees and similar oiganiza&ons composed of employees or membeis of any corporation, ldx>r organization, 
tcde or prafessiond association or any other similar gmup that raises, collects, expends or contributes money or any other 
thiiig of vdue fbr a politicd pinpose. 
Hie, law also reqdres that politicd committees roister with the Secretaiy of State wifliin tea dava of Fccdviny or 
McBaing mere than SS0II.OO in a calendar year. Aonetlmerepaterthm fieeofSSil.Od is reqdred. If the politicd 

^ tmsMt^ does not recdve or snend more than 8500.00 hi a dilciidar vear. tiien it Is not reauured to register or file 
repditS. of contributions and expenditures. 

1. a. jx/T>g/^bgA/r Soo^^^ /V^C 
(FiAlnameof Polhied Comnillee') 

(P.O. Box or Sttcet Addresi) 

(Chy, Stale; ZqO f (Jeiqiiione 0) (Eml Adtei) 

2. Statement of Purpose (Provide specific purpose fbr which the Political Committee was organized) 

ayc)efi£>fhofv eŝ fĜ h/TuKe- /g>i&s>4>̂ /ŝ ^ 
yfty^j^C^ f ^ ^ f T l ^ ^ ntt^O^KT OfJ eA*^C^TSS ^ 6 / S^S^̂ S 

3. Associated organization or entity; 

k 
(Ktril mme or irworitrri entity or orgontzitf ion. i f any) 

(Relaiionship of this entity to Pditical Coounittee) 



Bank Information: (.NOTE: Finacial institulmi nasi be located io tbe State of New Mexico) 

(Full name of bonk andfor financial insdtuiion) 

(P.O. Box or Street Addiess) 

c. A2^P^Cii<P^C-- fJAA^ 

(City, Slate, Zip) ' (Telephonê ) 

5. Officers: . -^j^ 

(Full name of olEoer and posilion held) 

//o^'/ Mc}4r rzoHce^^ *^c\ir^. AJ^ ^i^& 
0 (P.O. Box or Street Address) 
in 

(City, state. Z$) I (Telepiione*) (Eii»-.i .A«:t. 

KT (Full name ofofficcr and posilion held) 

0 
in 
»H (P.O. Box or Straet Address) 

/lu-̂ ô oê  v>i/r ^ p't<̂  Cos.2:44.tiro 
(City, Stale, Zip) . (TeleiAone«) 

(Full name ofoflker and position held) 

/fo2.if ôMraau<.Â  ê \ft>. /^i^ ^ 
(P.O. Box or Street Address) 

(City,State;Zip) * (Telephone*) Er*. -..-^ 

CERTIFICATlbN 

f iiereby swear or affirm under penalty of law that all the infomiation on diis fom is true, corĵ t W complete to the bes: of 

knowledge. "̂ -̂L.. 

.4nc.<:ted tliis i 3 .day of_ >3Un̂  .2Q1(. 
(Si 

(SEAL) NOTARY INFORMATION 

.State of 

County ofSg^l^ ^g. 

Signed or attested before me Uils l j \ a v of _ S A L { I > 5 . ^ _ ; . 20I ^ • bv -^K!jlA<^ Y ^ v , ^ ^ 

taiyPublii Notary Public (Ŝ giucoFc of noiarial officer) 

My eommlssfon expires:. 
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'•'"I abqjournal.com littp://wwvy.abqjournai.com/niain/2012/05/09/news/republicans-lnelped-set-rules-

for-super-pacs.l̂ tml 

Republicans Helped Set Rules for Super PACs 
Last week, the New Mexicx) Repubtican Party accused a 
union-funded super PAC of dodging state limits on the size of 
contributions to such poiitical committees. _ Thomas 

Memo to the state GOP: There are no I'mif̂ , thanî ŷ  jp part to 
you and your allies. 

. Cole 

UPFRONT 
U.S. District Judge William P. Johnson in January banred the 

ifl state from enforcing limits on contributions to political 
10 cgmmlttees when the money is going to be spent 
1̂  independently of candidates. Super PACs are independent 

i 0 expenditure-only committees. 
I in 
> H Johnson's ruling was the result of a lawsuit brought by the New Mexico Republican Party 

and others on the right as part of a state and national assault on campaign-finance 
restrictions. 

The lead attomey was James Bopp of Indiana, a member of the Republican National 
Committee and the lawyer who brought the landmark case by Citizens United, a nonprofit 
corporation that was blocked from airing a movie critical of Democrat Hillary Clinton during 
the 2008 presidential primaries. 

In Citizens United, the U.S. Supreme Court in 2010 freed corporations, unions and others to 
spend as much as they want on elections as long they do so Independently of candidates. 

The Republican legal attack on campaign-finance laws is rooted in the free speech 
guarantee of the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 

In New Mexico, Republicans also have been successful in weakening the state limits on the 
size of contributions to candidates and likely will succeed in their lawsuit over some public 
financing of campaigns. 

The target last week of the state Republican Party was Independent Source PAC of 
Albuquerque. 

Independent Source PAC is both a federal political committee and a state committee, with 
separate accounts. 

It is an independent expenditure-only committee, or super PAC, at both levels, meaning it is 
prohibited from spending money In coordination with candidates and isn't subject to state or 
federal limits on the size of contributions it collects. 

about:blank Page 1 ot 3 
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The sole contributor to the Independent Source federal committee is the Communications 
Workers of America, which has donated $190,000. Contributions to the state committee total 
less than $12,000, much of that coming from lawyers. 

The CWA gave the money to the federal committee after the Citizens United decision by the 
Supreme Court but before Judge Johnson's ruling on state contributions to super PACs. 

Johnson's ruling was expected, given Citizens United and a federal appeals court decision in 
2010 that it is unconstitutional to limit contributions to Independent expenditure-only 
committees. 

Super PACs were being formed at the federal level by January 2011. 
ao 
'o The chief beef of the state GOP with Independent Source PAC seems to be that it has spent 

money from the federal committee attacking Republican Gov. Susana Martinez but reporting 
^ to the Federal Elections Commission that the money was used ih support of President 
in Barack Obama. 
KT ^ 
]̂  Independent Source PAC "committed the fraud in order to avoid New Mexico state laws, 
l!̂  which places limits on PACs engaged in these activities at the state level," the Republican 
•H Party said in a news release. 

But because of the federal court decisions In 2010, the Communications Workers of America 
could have given the $190,000 to the state committee of Independent Source PAC without 
much threat of a legal challenge. 

Also, Uiere is nothing in federal law that prohibits Independent Source PAC from spending 
the $190,000 to influence statgjilpntinnR - - - ^ 

The PAC already has transfenred $5,000 from its federal committee to its state committee, 
and it has taken sides in a Democratic primary race for the New Mexico House, attacking the 

iponent of Rep. Sheryl Williams Stapleton, D-Albuquerque. 

IndepentJeht"Source PAC says~th"e"charges by the Republican Party are frivolous. 

The PAC says Martinez could Impact the presidential election as a vice presidential nominee 
or as a vote-getter for the GOP ticket among Hispanics. Therefore, the PAC says, its 
criticism of her is in support of Obama. 

Independent Source PAC does admit to some errors in filing reports with the Federal 
Election Commission. 

The super PAC does need to play by the rules for groups like it. Just remember the GOP 
helped create them. 

UpFront is a daily front-page news and opinion (X)lumn. Comment directly to Thom Cole at 
tcole@abqjournal.com or 505-992-6280 in Santa Fe. Go to www.abqjournal.com/letlers/new 
to submit a letter to the editor. 
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UNrriiD STATI-S DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF Nl'iW IVlliXICO 

REPUBLICAN PARTY OF Nl-W MHXICO. 
EPUBLICAN PARTY OF DONA ANA COUNTY, 

REPUBLICAN PARTY OF BKRNALILLO COUN I Y, 
NEW MEXICO TURN AROUND, 
NEW MEXICANS FOR ECONOMIC RECOVERY PAC, 
HARVEY YAll iS, ROD ADAIR. CONRAD JAMES, 
HOWARD JAMliS BOin.ANDER. AND MARK VETETO, 

•vs- CAUSE NO. 1:1 l-CV-00900-WJ-K.BM 

iJi Plaintiffs, 
in 
VT 
O 
in 
m 
VT GARY KING, IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACIIT, 
^ NEW MEXICO ATTORNEY GENERAL, 

DIANNA DURAN, IN IIER OFHCIAL CAPACITY, 
NEW MEXICO SECRETARY OF STATE, 
AND DISTRICT A HORNEYS, KARI BRANDE.NRURG, 
JANliT I A HICKS, AMY ORLANDO AND 

ANGELA R. "SPENCr-" PACHECO, IN rilEIR OFFICIAL CAPACITIES, 

Defendants. 
SKCRETARV OF STATE DIANNA J. DURAN AND DISTRICT ATTORNEY AMY 

ORLANDO'S STIPUI^TION TO PLAINTIFFS* MOTION 
FOR PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION 

Dianna J. Duran, in her official capacity as New Mexico Secretary of Slate and Amy 

Orlando, in her official capacity as District Auomcy of the Ĉ ounty of Dofta Ana, 'Iliird 

Judicial District of the State of New Mexico (hereinafter "Defendants"), hereby stipulate lo 

PlaintilTK' Motion for Preliminary Injunction on the grounds that: 

1. It appears thai PlaintilTs may have a likelihoodol' succeeding on tiie mer ils al 

lhi.s slaf»c' of Ihc litigation; 



It .ipjv.iis lii-.it riiHiiiilTs may liki ly invp;tr;tliit- h;inn in tiu' ;ihsiMu i- <>l 

pivii!Miiim> ininiKliM" ivli( I". i-spr<-i:»ily OMisiiifiini; llic u-icnl •k'Lisinn hy \\w I iniicd Sj;ji..-.s 

Siiĵ iviiu* I '•MirJ in l ili/i*i),s .1 inilyil y.s, J- jit', \M) S.f 'j. SV̂ i, Ŝ .S (?()II)); 

"v Ji j(!pi;irN î 4;»i IIK- lialimoc ol oqiiilii'S tips in I'liiinliils' t-ivm ;si t'nis c;trlv M;I'JV-

ni ihc lilijjalion: 

•i. if iippciirs {{jal an iiijuikliiMi is in ii>r pwhlj.- imciyst t'ivon tin- njiluii' i»l On-0 • 
constiliitiiiniil t.l;iiin.s IMiiinlilTs ;iiiq'c in tiiis Itmsuil ;n»i IIK- tctvnt JocisiiMi in lit;.' I lni\i\l 

0 — ~ ~ ~ " ~ ~ 
ifl Sl.tfv-s Snpn-ntc C 'c»ir1 in ('ni/yns I'nilcii v.s. I'.I.C, I M\ S.Cl. X7(*. X<;.S (20101. 

^ >. .A h ill >i Il'i I IIK'SC IVicndjinls .irc Mi|)iili»iiiij« m I'iMitHill.s" Motion im 
'T 
0 
jff̂  I'lvliminiiiy Iniunctiun, llicse DcllMui.ml.s ivqucsi iluit IIK-.SL* (utuccclinii.s ciM>linni- on iho 
•H 

nu'M'ts ô ili:ii IIK: ( luiri cuu piopcrl* ilctc'ViViUU' ili-.* i".v,v;v,v\'.',\o;vMiV_»' v;onhih\jVu»n liunis 

containoil in New Mrxito s Campaipi Rcporiitu'. Ait. NMV1. Stat, ĵij I •!y-2.'>iio in onii-t 

ioi ilinsi- |)ofl.Mul;ints lo properly am\ out ilu-ir eiijiiKfUK'til powers uianleii tiit-in lt\ s:iiil 

Act in ;» constiinlionullv pnmissivc manner piMsii;tiii u* the miindale.s <»l the i'onstiliilitm oi 

• ll.' 1 ;nitej! Si:ae> 

h. DelentlaiiJ Seerclaiy ol Sliite ivs|ieeitu!l\ lenuesls A lieaiinj: (in liie iiieliniiusnA 

initinetii»n be ;is soon as possible, so ilnii s\\i\ ;is i.liici eleelior\ OIUCIT O( IIK- stale, ean 

"ivhiain MIKI maintain unilornnis in lhe ajiplle,iii«in, opciatitMj ami »Hi:rpiel;jiion oi Hu-

I.U-elitm Co..!!.- IChapler I NMSA l«>7K|" ami •-.uKIM- ami seek !.• i-tliu.:ti,- pi.-isniis 

ii*iiiiin.-i! i'» /vrJi»rni i!niii.'s tnulei tin* (\-inip.ii.;M) repmtin)' Avt |1 !')-.?> to 1-1')-Aj, NMS \ | n) 
!!>.. iiii.s"NMSA 1 ' ) 1 •I (iMI 11): NMSA l'/7S |«) Vlvl|?OI|). 

7. it> siipulaiitii.'. to PlainliiVs' Mnli* !̂ for I'lviinunary lnjuneti(»n. tlje.Ne 

i >L'1ei(tiiiiit'x ill* I Hll *»i llllll ;»M:.\I.'I-I.»! ll .-liHVM.-.i s !i. {hii!- Asisv.i-i Ui I'laimil !•. 
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Complaim for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief and do nut waive their right lo present 

evidence and/or legal argument at the (rial on the merits nf this matter. 

Reî \ce\ruUy submitted, 

DOUfiH'I'Y & WES r, P.A. 

By:_J: 
Robcit M. IXiughty III 

^ AUomcys for Defendants Dianna J. Duran, in her 
^ ollicial capacity as New Mexico Secretary of 
0 Slate and Amy Orlando, in her oflicial capacity as 
in Dislrici Aliorney of the County of Dofia Ana, 
"1 Third Judicial District of the Stale of New 
^ Mexico 
^ 20 Firsl Pla7.a N W, Suite 412 
iiri Albuquerque, NM 87102 
.H (505)242-7070 

1 HERE:BY CER TIFY that on November 8, 2011,1 filed the foregoing through this Court's 
CM/IiCF filing system, causing a true and correct copy of the same to be served 
clcctmnically upon the following counsel of record as more fully reflected in the Notice of 
Electronic Filing: 

FAUVM. Kienzle, III 
Scott & Kienzle, P.A. 
PO Hox 587 
Albuquerque NM 87103 
paulftfjk icnzlelaw.coin 

Phillip P. Baca 
New Mexico Attomey GencraPs Ofllce 
111 Lomas Blvd. NW 
AlbuqucixjucNM 87)02 
pl>aca(fi>nniuf>.ytc>v 

/s/ Robert M. Doughty, III 

Robert M. Dnughiy, III 



IN THE UINITED SI A TES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF INKW MEXICO 

RF.Pl 'Bl .IC AN PAR TY OF NEW MEXICO, 
REPUBLICAN PARIY OF DONA ANA COUNTY. 
REPUBLICAN PARTY OF BERNALILLO 
COUN I Y. NEW MEXICO 1 URN AROUND, 
NEW MEXICANS FOR FLCONOMIC RECOVERY 
PAC, HARVEY YAl'ES, ROD ADAIR, CONRAD 

^ JAMES, HOWARD JAMES BOHLANDER, AND 
3^ MARK VETETO, 

0 
ffl Ilainlin's. 
in 
'Sf V NO. ll-CV-000 WJ/KBM 

0 ( J A R Y K I N G , in liis ulTlciai capacity. New Mexico 
^ Altomoy (ieneral. DIANNA DURAN, in her official 

capiicily. New Mexico Secretary of State, and District 
Altornevs KARI BRANDLNBURG, JANF.TTA 
HICKS. A M Y ORLANDO, and ANGELA R. 
PACHECO, in liicir ollicial capacities. 

Delendanls 

MEMORANDUM OPINION AND ORDER GRANTING IN PART 
PLAINTIFFS' MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION 

Ti lis MA ITER comes before the Court on PlaintilTs' Motion lor Preliminary Injunction 

(doc. 9) filed October 12, 2011. PlainlilTs seek a preliminary injunction against enforcement of 

certain provisions of lhe New Mexico Campaign Reporting Act (llie "Act") codified at N.M. 

Stat, 1-Î )-2S f / .vt'f/ (1978). Having considered tlie parties' wiillen and oral arguments and the 

applicable law. the Court GRANTS PlainlilTs' motion in pan, and hereby issues this Preliminnry 

Injunction 



and not "stretch" the holding of (7//rmv United If there is any tension between that precedent 

and the logic o\'( 'iiizcm Uniled, it is for the Supreme Court lo resolve Therefore, the Court 

hoids that the application of the Acf s contribution limits lo eontrihulions to be used for non-

indcpeiuient expenditures in state campaigns is not unconstitutional, but is pcrmi.ssible undvi 

current Supreme Court precedent Accordingly. PlaintilTs' request that Defendants be enjoined 

from ehiorcing the Act's contribution limits on political parties and individuals is DENIED 

II B. Contribution.'i to Be Used Ibr IndependenI l.{xpenditures 
VT 

PlaintilTs next argue Ihat application of the .Act's contribulion limit to contiibutions 
0 
in 

designated for independent expenditures is unconstitutional. As discussed above, the only 
KT 
VT uovernment interest capable of supporting political contribution limits is the prevention of 
0 

corruption or the appearance of corruption. In ('iiizcu.s United, the Supreme Court held as a 
•H i 

niatter of law that independent expenditures do not implicate the anti-corruption interest. 

(lii:ens Ihiilcd, 1.10 S Cl. at 909. Therefore, New Mexico does nol have an anti-corruption 

interest capable of justifying contribution limits if those contributions arc to be used exclusively 

Tor independent expenditureŝ  Sec, e.g.. Wis. Right lo life Slaie Politieal Action ( \mniittev v. 

liorUuhl, F 3d , 2011 WL- 622.S 1.18 (7th Cii 20 i I); lhalhetmer v. ( Hy uf.Siin l.)ic}zo. (>45 

I". .Id 110*> (9th Cir. 2011), l.tmg Beach Area ('hnnihcr of( 'ommercv v. Ctty of Long Heach, 60.1 

Iv.̂ d h84 (9th Cir 2010). .S/ktcchNinr.org v. I IH \ .S99 I- .Id 086 (D.C. Cir. 2010). 

Despite Delendanls' assertion to the contrary, the fact that the particular Plaintifl's here, 

NMF.R PAC and NMl A, may have cUise associations with a poliiical party does not change the 

analysis In ("olorado I, the .Supreme Court held that a poiiticai party may make independent 

expenditures, and those expenditures receive as much constitutional protection as those of any 

other entities. ^ IH U .S at 618 ("We do not sec how a Constitution that grants to individuals. 

12 



candidates, and ordinary political committees the right to make unlimited independent 

expenditures could deny the same right to political parties."). Since political parties legally can 

make independent expenditures, the mere fact that NMER PAC and NM TA are closely related to 

political parties docs not aflect the analy.sis regarding their ability to make independent 

expenditures 

Tliereforc, because no anti-comiption interest can ju.stiTy limiting contributions to be 

VT used tor independent expenditures, and because no other government interest sufllccs to justify 
?T -.- • 

contribution limits, the contribution limits in the Act are unconstitutional as applied to NMER 
0 , - • • 
2̂  PAC and NMT.A Tor contributions segregated and designaled Tor use as independent 
*T 
KT expenditures Accordingly. Delendanls are enjoined Irom enforcing the Acf s contribution limits 
0 
II for segregated contributions u.sed for independent expenditures. 
•H 

C Contributions lo Be U.sed in Federai Campaitms 

PlaintitT NM-GOP desires to solicit and receive contributions to be used in campaigns oT 

candidates for federal olTicc. It argues that tiie Federal Election Campaign Act ("FECA"). 2 

I S C. 4.> I Cl .svq., which rt!i>ulates federal campaign money, preempts the Act. Defendants 

appear to concede this issue "PlaintilTs state, correctly, thai the Federal Election Campaign Act 

pre-empts New Mexico's contribution limits in regards to Tederal candidates. In Tact, .New 

Mexico's Campaign Reporting Aet cxplicitiy excludes federal candidates from its applicability." 

(Doc. 15 at .>.) Defendants point to the application provision of the Act, which reads: "llie 

provisions oTthc Campaign Reportint> Act do not apply to any candidate subject to the 

provisions of the federal law pertaining to campaign practices and finance.*' N.M. Stat. § 

I -19-37 Taking into consideration the language of the Act and of FECA, and also Defendants' 

concession, the Court determines that the Act does not impose limits on contributions oT money 
1.1 



directed to candidates Tor Tederal elective ofllccs. and tiial if it did it would be preempted by 

FECA .See 2 U.S.C § 4s;̂ (a) ("fTlhe provisions oTihis Act. and oTmles pitsciibcd under this 

Act, supersede and preempt any provision of Slate law with respect to election to Federal 

ofllce."'), 11 C.F.R § 108 7(b) ("Federal law supersedes State law concerning the . . . (.1) 

Limitation on contributions and expenditures regarding l-'edeial candidates and political 

committees."). Therefore, the court grants PlaintitTs a preliminar>' injunction against 

^fi enforcement oT the S5.000 contribution limit as to contributtons directed towards the campaigns 

oTcandidates in Tederal elections. 

0 
•J] coNf:Li:siON 
KT 
KT For lhe reasons discussed above, the Court GRAN TS PlaintilTs' Motion Tor Preliminars 
0 

Injunction in part as Tollows: DeTcndanls are enjoined Trom enforcing the Act's $S 000 
•H 

contribution limit against contributions to be used in Tederal campaigns, .such as PlaintitT N M -

GOP's desired solicitation of contributions exceeding S.S.OOO from tlie Republican National 

Committee to be used Tor candidates seeking federal otTice; and Defendants are enjoined iVom 

enforcing the Act's $5,000 contribution limit agjiinsi contributions to be used exclusively Tor 

independenl expenditures, such as any funds that PlaintilTs Mark Veteio and Howard Bohlander 

desire to coniribuie to PlainlilTs NMER PAC and NM TA to be used Tor independenl 

expenditures 

'The Court DENIES PiaintifTs' Motion Tor Preliminary Injunction in part as Tollows. 

DeTcnJants are not enjoined Trom enforcing liie Acfs ?S5,000 contribution limit Tor contributions 

made by individuals or political parties to be u.sed Tor coordinated expenditures or to be 

contributed to candidates for slate olTice. such as PlaintitT I larvey Yates's desire lo contribute 

more than $.S,000 lo NM-GOP. l»laintifl NM-GOP*s desire lo contribute more than $5,000 U) tiie 
14 



Local Party Plaintifls, and PlaintitT NM-GOP's desire lo make contributions greater than $5.0(Kj 

to PlaintitT candidates Rod Adair and Conrad James. 

Finally, the Court notes that as oTlhe date oT filing oTthis Preliminary Injunction, hiwans 

have nlieady caucused und .sixin voters in New Hampshire, South (Carolina and other e>'irly 

primai y states will be heading Ui Ihe polls to cast their votes. Considering that tlie 2012 etection 

cycle is in lull swing and considering that the desired activities oT PiaintifTs involve poiiticai Tree 

I 0 speech and association rights during an election year, this Preliminary Injunction shall remain in 

• vt ^ 
elTect pending appeal unless stayed by the Tenth Circuit ('oui1 oT Appeals 

I 1̂  SO ORDERED 
VT 

. 0 
I »1 
I "H 

UNITED STATRSCDISTRICT JUDGE 
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Libertarian Gary Johnson - Mitt Romney can win New 
1̂  Mexico if he puts Susana Martinez on the ticket 

Enc Dnndeio : •, . -.i tiboriarianropublican.not 

A , 

"-MA 
Compares tier to Sarah Palin, for gootl and fbr bail 

From POHIico. "Jbhnson: Rcmney-MatUr^zjtioulldixr^Vnpe^ 

Mill Romney may be able to win New Mexioo if he chooses Gov. Susana Martinez 

as his running mate, former New Mexioo Gov. Gary Johnson said. 

successor 

T N s is a s! 
Mexico fj 

:. the RepuUicarvtumed-Libertarian sees little value in putting his 

ional ticket. 

I^lin-esque kind of choice. She's served as govemor of New 

e same amount of time,' Johnson said. "I iNnk there were 

M lessons leamed [from 2008.]' 

Further 

Martinez, one of the rock-star GOP govemors 
eteeted in 2010. has been viewed as a politician 
with national potential due to her reformer's profile 
and potential appeal to Latino voters 

Note - Johnson served as New Mexico Governor Ibr two 
tenns, from 1998 to 2006. Martina is the first Republican elected since Ihe end of his term. 

Related Articles: 

• Gary Johnson - Mitt Romney Swing State Vote Swap 

• Ron Paul Is Going to the Republican National Convention 

• Bob 'Taliban Bob" McDonnell Losing Support of Virginians 

> Google Aler t . U.S. Politics 

i > * * « 
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Ex. Gov. Johnson slams Gov. Martinez on 
immigration 
l«Mtad at: 0^10/2011 tZ:34 PM 
n&v: CRI &v: CRiSnNA SILVA Aaoeland Pfoss 

LAS VEGAS (AP) - Former New Mexico governor and Libertarian presidential 
candidate Gary Johnson is slamming successor Susana Martinez fbr being 
too tough on illegal Immigrants. 

Johnson said Utis week while campaigning in Las Vegas that Martinez's 
efforts to make it difficult for immigrants to live illegally in the United States 
isn't wise policy. 

t t ta I h Johnson says It would be better to advocate for immigration reform and 
iriGaiy Johnson urged the federal govemment to offer more temporary employment visas 

that immigrants can legally enter the country and work here. 

Johnson was a longshot candidate for tiie Republican presidentiai nomination when he announced in 
December that he would Instead pursue the Libertarian ticket. 

He served two terms as New Mexico's governor starting In 1994. 

Martinez became the nation's first Latina governor in 2010. 

(Copyright 2012 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.) 
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As Obama falters, are Hispanics an opportunity for GOP? 
By Nicote McClaakey | 9/14/11.9:55 pm | Commentary 

(ID 

Nicole McCleskey 

VUth much speculation abcnjt Hispanics and the 2012 election, we thought it worth taking a look. AnecdotaRy you hear whispers (some 

louder than others) about President Obama's erosion in the Hispanic community - that i-fspanics are tuming againsit him headed into 

2012. But is it tme? 

In 2008, Obama received 66 percent of the Hispanic vote, an impressive showing that propelled him to the defeat of John McCain. The 

high level of support in the Hispanic community lasted through his inaugural year in oflice. As the NBC/WaM Sfreet Joumal data library 

demonstrates, Obama posted approval ratings off 67 percent in Febmary 2009 and 72 percent in October of lhe same year. 

htip://www.nnipolirics.net/rndex/2011/09/as-obama-raiters-are-hispanlcs-an-opportunlly-fbr-gop/ Page 1 of 6 
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But. Obama's slide among Hispanics l>egan in 2010, and continues. Across the entire 2010 year. Obama averaged a 60 percent 
approval rating among Hispanic voters. In lhe most tcccnt NBC/Wall Street Journal sunrcy. conducted in late August, his approval 
rating dipped to 57 percent And. in the latest Gallup survey, just 46 percent of Hispanics approve of the job Obama has done. 

Even more telling are his approval numbeis for his handling of the economy. Upon entering ofRce, 71 percent of Hispanics approved of 

Obama's handling of the economy. Fast forward to August 2011. and his economic approval rating his dropped to 50 percent among 

Hispanic voters. 

These numbers in themselves are not honibty bad. But combined witti ttte president's demise among white voters, the math to get to 50 

percent is harder fbr Team Obama. As my partner Glen Bolger wrote in a post you can find tisEs: "If ttte GOP shaves a few points off of 

Obama's 2008 percentege wHh Hispanics (which was 66 percent), ttiat will be very costty to him." 

In fact, the August NBC/WSJ survey suggests Ot>ama will have trouble getting dose to the 66 percent share of the Hispanic vote in 2012. 

T^^ay, just 51 percent of Hispanic voters say they would cast their vote to re-elect Obama. wh9e 35 percent would choose the 

.' Ri^blican candidate. Of course, the game changes when there is an actual QOP nominee, but one can steit to see the prospect of the 

I G0P shaving off a few points among Hispanics. 

! Items havent lost Hispanics, but there is trouble 

this mean Obama and Democrats have lost* Hispanic voters? No. The image rating of The Republican Party through 2011 is just 

I 2^ercent positive and 42 percent negative. In feet, the Republican Party has done littte to alter its image among Hispanics since 2009. 

when the image rating was 25 percent positive/40 percent negative. 

AdwtwnBfil 

Sffî PAnN6FQR0timPNr(TIIX BREAKS. 

AND so ARE YOU 
STOP VOTING FQR 
81608. TAX BREAKS 

The Democratic Party is still viewed considerably more fevorably at 47 percent positive/23 

percent negative, but even ihafs a fer cry fi'om the 60 percent positive in Febmary of 2009. 

Encouraging for Republican congressional candidates is the \Mo would you prefer control 

Congress" question. In 2010 through the course of the year. Dems enjoyed an almost two-

to-one margin (30 percent GOP/59 percent Dem. or -29 percent), which has narrowed over 

two surveys this summer to 36 percent GOP/56 percent Dem (-20 percent). 

Ail this suggests that yes. Obama has trouble with Kispanics ttiat he can Bl-afford. and it 

may have repercussions dov«m-ballot. Kispanic voters have not bolted en masse, but that 

doesnl have to happen to tilt the balanoe to a Republican, considering Ot>ama's serious 

problems among white voters. 

Longer-term, Republicans must seize an opportunity to connect vmtti Hispanic voters. 
Obama's loss is not necessarily the Republicans' gain. Repubficans need to move toward 
systemic success as opposed to Isolated victories if we are to consistently compete for the Hispanic vote. 

In 2010, individual Republican candidates proved that they could vw'n significant shares of the Hispanic vote, but thp y** to 

change the overall brand. Obama's slippage wittt Hispanics nught be enough to score some victories in 2012, but as the demographics of 
the country continue to shift, it will not be enough to sustain us in the years ahead. 

Nicole McC/eskey is a partner wth PuMie Opinion Strategies which is a national public opinion research company. POS currently 'polls 
for 20 U.S. senators, six govemors, and more than 70 members of the U.S. House of Representatives. POS is also the Republican 
polling partner for the A/BCAVa// SItreet Joumal and two-time recipient of Pollster of the Year by the American Association of Political 
Consultants. POS polled far Gov. Susana Martinez, Mbuquerque Mayor Rkihard Berry, and dozens of legislative races in New Mexico. 

hiip://www.nmpollllcs.nei/index/2011/09/as-obama-faller»-are-hispanlcs-an-opportuniiy-for-gop/ Page 2 of 6 
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POS in tlie news: 

POS IN T H E N E W S - M A Y 4.2012 

By Public Opinion Stralcgics 

Neil Ncwhousc was quoted in the Kansas City Star in an article about closing the gap wilh women... 

.J>OS IN T H E N E W S . A P R I L 27.2012 
in 
KT 

Public Opinion Strategies 
lin 
'^tjlen Bolger was quoted in The Washington Post in an article aboul lhe role of the Tea Parly... 
VT 

, ^ O S IN T H E N E W S - A P R I L 20,2012 
I if) 
' 'iSy Public Opinion Strategies 

POS' very own Bill Mclnlurfr notes in a recent CNBC article that Republican volers arc beginning to 
coale.sce... 

Hispanic Outreach in 2012 
Posted on January 17,2012,9:14 am, by Nicole IMcCleskey. 

Population shifts and the growth of the numbers of fulurc Hispanic voters will realign American politics. 
Several groups and organizations arc expanding their "Latino outreach" programs lo communicate with 
Hispanic volers lo earn a larger slice ol' lhe Hispanic vole Tor Republican candidates. 

Bul whal is Latino oulrcach and wiJI it work? Latino outreach that works means electing more Republican 
Hispanic candidates to olTice, plain and simple, and watching lhem succeed. 

Govemor Susana Martinez of New Mexico today boasts a 65% approval rating statewide. Her job approval 
rating among Hispanic volers (62%) nearly matches lhal among white volers (68%). 

\ But il wasnU alwa '̂s this way... In 2010, ihen-candidatc Maninez Ibughl for the Hispanic vole. Throughout ' 
\lhc eieclion, Hispanic women werc particularly difllcull to attract wilh their stronger Democrat leanings, bul ! 
Ipcrsislence and sincere messaging won out. Martinez ended up carr>'ing 4.1 % of the Hispanic vole, compared! 
lo the 31 % of McCain jusl two years earlier. 

Whal is noteworthy is how her supporl has grown since she has taken ofllce.... 

hitp://pos.org/2012/01/hispanic-oulrcach-ln-20.l2/ 
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Tlxlay, 60'>f of Hispanic men and of Hispanic w omen approve of the job Martinez is doing as gt)v crnor. 
\ She didn't gel Ihcir voles simply because she sharcd their cultural idcniily. Bul she did cam their rcspccl and 
j support once elected. It's a pnxrcss of building trust and confidence. Today, î7i of Hispanic New 

Mexicans berievc Governor Marline/, is honest; 79'/J- say she cares fi>r average New Mexicans; 77% believe 
she is a .slrt̂ ng leader, and; 74% say she puLs common sense ahead of her parly*s inlcrcsls. 

Her style and approach lo goveming has lifted her in the eyes of Hispanic voters. Her intolerance for 
conruplion, no-nonsense approach lo spending, and unrelenting approach lo education rcform has won her the 
supporl of many Hispanic volers. A sample i>f open-ended comments Imm Hispanic Demtx;rats in New 
Mc\ia>: 

'7 think she has kept her promises as far as illegal immigration. I know from people who work 
at the .stale, they are having to work harder to get numey. She is trying to fi.x the economy." 

fSI ) 

^ "She \s getting more jobs for New Mexicans. And .she is helping the children with .schooling." 
VT 

0 
ffl "liig change from corrupt Hill Richardson. Pay to play scandals. Campaign .scandals, livery 

scandal known to man. She is doing a good job. She luis cut .state government workers, the 
budget, unnecessary .spending. She removed cap and trade and removed all the past 

Q Administration political /appointees/from office and .stale government." 
i f ) 

H *Thal .she is a strong person. She's dedicated lo helping the people of New Mexico. To find jobs 
arui balance the budget." 

"Her guts that \s cleaning up the .state level. She's doing a good job of reorganizing and 
cracking down on useless expenses. / think she is doing a gffod job." 

role mixlcls and fulurc leaders of this country. 

A quick update on the mcxxl of Hispanic voters as we begin thi.s eieclion year... * 

• Over Ihc course of 2011, Obiima averaged a 57% approvc/35%' disapprove rating. Obama won 660? of 
Hispanic volers lo capture his vicUvy in 2(X)8. 

• Pcrccption.s oi' Obiiniirs handling of the economy conlinue lo slide. Over the course of the 2011 year, 
48*̂  appnn e and 46'/ disappnwe of his economic performance. Over jusl the last three monlhs oi' lhe 
>ear, his economic approval dn)pped lo 43'/?. 

• Al.so over the last three monlhs of lhe year Hispanic volers e\prcs.scd higher levels of disappoinlmenl. 
wilh 66'7r saying the country is on the wrong track. Thai's a significant jump from the 49% who said 
the country was on the wrt̂ ng track over the a)urse of 2010. 

*All data from NliC/Wall .Street .loumal national surveys. 

http-. / /pos.oig/P012/01/hispank-ouireacl i- in-201?/ Page J o f 4 



Republtcanb aggresblvely courting Latino vote - Univision News Tumblr 

%9DNIVISI0N 
Univision News Tumblr 

9/30/11 11:44 AM 

Republicans aggressively courting Latino vote 
G O 

(Getty Images) 

By JORDAN FABIAN 
Ciiannel: Politics 

Can Republicans actually get Latinos to vote for them in greater numbers? 

Many political observers have dismissed the notion that the party is in position to 
accomplisli that in 2012, but that has not stopped some Republican groups from 
trying. 

vThe latest GOP effort will come this weel<end at the Hispanic Leadership 
'Networl< s (HLN) Southwest conference in Albuquerque, N.M. The conference 
will bring together Latino Republican policymalcers and elected officials, such as 
New Mexico Gov. Susana Martinez, to discuss issues such as jobs, housing, 
healthcare and immigration. 

The aim, according to HLN Executive Director Jennifer Sevilla Korn, is to more 
effectively convey the conservative message to Latino voters. 

"Conservatives l(now that Hispanics are an important voting bloc," she told 
Univision News. "For many years. Democrats have taken the Hispanic vote for 

http://iiiiivisionnews.lumblr.com/posi/10S208S41QS/republlc.ans-aggresslvclY-courting-latlno vote 
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granted." 

With Latino unemployment at 11.3 percent and several recent opinion polls 
showing sinking Latino support for President Obama. Republicans believe they 
can win the 2012 election in part by boosting their share of the Latino vote in key 
swing states such as Florida, and to a lesser extent. New Mexico and Colorado. 

But Democrats have roundly rejected that notion, saying that the same polls 
show that the GOP brand is faring worse than Obama and that Republican 
policies on Issues from healthcare to Immigration reform are at odds with the 
priorities of Latinos. 

Casting a vote speaks louder than the words you use to court one." wrote 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus Chairman Charlie Gonzalez (D) in a Huffmgton 
Post op-ed before HLN's inaugural conference in January. "The actions that are' 
iSiing taken by Republicans In Congress don't match the words or the tone that 

b] Bush and [Newt] Gingrich would have them use." 

^ r n says that the group seeks to build a network of grassroots activists to 
l^gage with Latino communities in several states and hire a communications 
l ^ m with the sole purpose of relaying the conservative message to Latinos. As 
i i ^ the notion that those efforts might be fruitless. Korn said that the Latino 
^^muni ty has diverse political views, some of which tend to be conservative. 

m 
'i^spanics are not a monolithic group, they are independent thinkers," she said. 

The Republican party, for one, Is counting on that. 

Univision News will he on the ground in New Mexico for the conference Stay 
{•jneU lv our Tumblr page for updates throughout the weekend. 

Follow Jordan on Twitter. i^Jordanfabinn 
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Short-lister watch: Martinez approval strong 
El/hl-EXAlvlDERBURNSI 
4^21/11 4:55 AM EST 
1^0 polls this week show New Mexico Gov. Susana Martinez, a first-tenm Republican who has drawn interest as a 
rjgiform-minded Hispanic conservative, in strong and maybe even veep-worthy political condition. From the 
ij^mocratic side, there's pollster PPP, which rates her one of the most popular 
(iiftp://vtnivw.publicpolicypolling.com/nnain/2011/12/new«mexico-miscellany.htmO governors in the country: 
0 

Martinez continues to have some of the most impressive approval numbers in the country. We find 50% of 
voters approving of her to 39% who disapprove. She's only of only 11 Govemors PPP has found this year 
with an approval at 50% or higher, and she's the most popular out of the new Republican Govemors 
elected last fall that we've polled on. 

What makes Martinez's numbers so noteworthy is that she's doing it as a Republican in a state that voted 
for Barack Obama by 15 points in 2008 and appears ready to do so again next year, in addition to 
universal support from Republicans, an unusually high 32% of Democrats give her good marks and 
independents approve of her by a 48/38 margin as well. 

Then there's the GOP firm Public Opinion Strategies, which shows even more robust numbers 

(http://www.nmpolitics.net/index/2011/12/martinez-popularlty-%E2%80%98sky-hlgh%E2%80%99-poll-says/) for the 

govemor 

^ a Some 65 percent of those surveyed by Public Opinion Strategies said they approve of the job Martinez is 

doing, while 29 percent said they disapprove.... 

A pollster with Public Opinion Strategies (POS) was among those who criticized the voter-registration 
composition of the left-leaning Public Policy Polling survey unveiled last week. 

There are plenty of reasons not to choose a half-term govemor for the 2012 presidential ticket, most of which were 
amply demonstrated during the 2008 cycle. But Martinez — who, as PPP notes, doesn't get nearly the VP buzz that 
Bob McDonnell or Marco Rubio does — cleariy ranks among the Republican newcomers who could bolster her party 
in a Democratic-leaning swing state and perhaps expand its geographic and demographic reach more broadly. 

iitip://www.polliico.com//biogs/burns-liaberman/2Dl 1 /12/siionilsrer-waicii-maninez-approval-strong-l082 78.litml Page I of 2 
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Read more about 2012 Elections (http://dyn.politiCD.com/tag/2012Elections), Susana Martinez 

(http://dyn.politico.com/tag/SusanaMartinez) 
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POUTICO I GOP loves look of VP field 

GOP loves lo Pfield 

Bob McDonnell. Susana Mai 
possibilities. I AP Photos 

By ALEXANDER BURNS I 2/8/11 4.30 AM 

ong many notable VP 

Forget about Mitt. Huck and Newt. 

From its highest levels to the grass roots, the GOP is buzzing over IVIarcQ, 
Bobby and Susana. as well as more than a half-dozen other junior 
Republican officeholders who have captured the party's imagination in 
ways that the current 2012 presidential field (http://Www.poiitico.com/20i2-
election/) hasn't come close to doing. 

^ Listen (Javascrlpt:showOdiogoReadNowFrame ('101651,101652.101653,101654,101655*. 'gop 
loves look of vp field', '0'. 530,80);) 

VIDEO: Rubio victory speech 

Imp://www.polltico.com/news/storles/0211/4904 7.himl Page 1 of S 
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POLITICO I Veepstakes speculation 

5/7/12 8:27 AM 

Who will the eventual GOPyiiominee's running mate be? I/\P Photos 
By MAGGIE HABERMAN I 8/18/11^17 AM EDT 

The 2012 GOP presidential field isn't even settled yet but already 
speculation about the eventual nominee's running mate is beginning to pick 
up. 

M\tt Romney recently brought the vice presidential sweepstakes into hazy 
focus by revealing th\ree namnies oim his shoirt Ust 
(lhittp://www.politico.com/news/stonGs/07ll l/59933.ht!nnill) — Virginia Gov. Bob 
McDonnell, Florida Sen. Marco Rubio and New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie. 
McDonnell has conceded he's 'Veiry iimlleresltedl." 
(http://www.po89ticoxoriri/news/stoirDes/081 V6t368.htinni9) Rubio. who ranks 
high on every Republican's list, is about to spark even more veepstakes 

hllp://www.polllico.com/news/slor1es/08]]/616l6.himi Page 1 of 4 
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POLITICO I Top 10 breakout stars of 2010 

/ 1 5/7/12 8:29 AM 

TQD444makout stars of 2010 

4 
I >usana Martinez, Kfimala Hams, Scott Brown and Marco Rubio made their marks this 

By ANDY BARR 1 12/31/10 6:19 PM EST Updated t/3/11 9 07 AM EST 

Every year seems to see the rise of a talented new crop of pols and 2010 
was no different. The midterm elections produced a fair number of 
newcomers who already boast widespread name recognition beyond their 
own states, in addition to some familiar faces who had breakout years that 
burnished their statures. 

While a few are destined to flame out. many of them show signs of 
becoming forces on the national political landscape. 

^ L i s t e n (|ava8crlpt:showOdiogoReadNowFrama ('101651.101652,101653,101654,101655\ 'top 10 

breakout stars of 2010'. '0*. 530.80):) 
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Latest on POLITICO 
The wages of austerity for Sarkozy (httpy/www.poiltico.com/news/stories/osi2/7S983.html) 
Playbook: The way to win (http://Www.polih'co.com/playbook/D5i2/playbook1779.html) 
Escort: Service agents 'dumb men' (http://www.polltico.com/news/storles/05i2/75980.htmi) 
Hillary: I will see a woman in W.H. (http://www.politico.com/news/stories/05l2/r5978.html) 
GOP poll analysis: The race is on (httpyAivww.polltico.com/news/storie8/05l2/75976.html) 
Battleground Pol l : Obama. Romney In dead heat 
!(http'yAMWw.politico.com/news/stori8s/0512/75973.html) 

S«nd«n( horrors VilUlfiB Notfron 
Read More*.. 

Ĥere's POLITICO'S list of the top 10 breakout stars of 2010. 

Susana Martinez 

As the first Hispanic woman to be elected governor. New Mexico 
Republican Susana Martinez is a featured face for a party eager to 
demonstrate its new diversity. 

What sets Martinez apart from an unusually diverse class of new 
Republican governors — which includes Nikki Haley in South Carolina — 
wa îier ability to win convincingly in a state that had been trending 
Democratic. 

htlp://www.polllico.com/neua/siorfes/12 l0/46930.htmi Page 2 of S 
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Now from her perch in the Southwest, Martinez is poised to be one of her 
party's leading voices on immigration and could play a significant role in 
courting Hispanic voters in a key region in 2012jas the GOP works to take 
back many of the Mountain West states Obama captured in 2008. 

Kamala Harris 

She barely squeaked into office in November but California Attorney 
^General-elect Kamala Harris nevertheless caught the attention of her 
5§party's most powerful figures, some of whom view her as a rising star in the 
remold of Barack Obama. And when the Democrat finally takes office after 
il̂ her narrow victory over Los Angeles District Attorney Steve Cooley, she'll 
pbe able to tap national contacts typically outside the reach of a state 
Jijattorney general. 

By stepping into one of the highest offices in the nation's most populous 
state — and by being dubbed "the anti-Palin" by some Democrats — Harris 
has the unique opportunity to build a strong national political brand. 

American Crossroads 

No group better seized on the opportunity provided by the January 
Supreme Court decision providing a new opening for corporate political 
spending than American Crossroads. 

Along with its spin-off, Crossroads Grassroots Policy Strategies, Arherican 
Crossroads raised more than $70 million and bombarded vulnerable 
Democrats with radio and television ads — all the while drawing scorn from 
Democratic leaders for not disclosing its donors. 

The group, linked to top Republican operatives Karl Rove and Ed Gillespie, 

lmp://www.polilico.com/news/slori«s/1210/46930.him1 Page i of S 
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MORE STORIES 

1 
New Mexico Gi»v. Susana Martinez has joined the list of politicians 
named as potential vice presideniial candidates, but who say they're 
not interested in the job. 

Former Massachusetts Gov. Mlit Ronmev dropped the first-term 
Republican govemor's name Friday during an interview on Fox Newrs, 
where he also mentioned the govemors of New Jersey. Louisiana and 
South Carolina as possible mnning mates. 

The Santa Fe New Mexican reports that Martinez spokesman Scott 
Oamell quashed the talk. He issued a statement saying (Martinez has no 
interest in serving as vice president. 

Romney and Martinez have attended a few events together. 

The former Las Cruces district attomey is starting her second year in 
office and is in the midst of a 30-day legislative session. 

During an exclusive interview with ABC-7's New Mexico Mobile 
Newsroom last week, Martinez assured that her focus is on Sante Fe. 

Coimeto Anthony 
Helps Knicks End 
Playoff Skid 

Mayweother Wins 
Urunlmousiy Over 
Cotto 

Kentucky Derby: 
Gutierrez Rides I'il 
Have Another to Win 

Kobe Bryam Cheated 
on Latina Wife With 
Multiple Women, 
RepwtsSay 

xty Discovered Being 
Investigated as 
Homicide 

Not Talking VP, But 
Marco Rubki Makes 
Case 

Soccer: Manchester 
United and CHy; MessI 
Gives Guardiola 
Goodbye Gift 

IVIayon 2012 
Apocoiypse Debunked 
in Phliiy Exhibit 
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JĝGOV 
Susana Martinez (R) 

lew Mexico Oox'cmor (since January 201 i) 

0 

T: . Vf 

U l i \ .Slu* .Mitltpns 

Th^ firsl lu l in i i vmtatun lO he elected povemnr in i lw» i Iniiwl 

Stgttâ  Maitincx is rapidly beunining UJI imrxirtant nationul slur 
fUi u l'<L'|JuiilitJtiii I'Vtil̂  lutKiiiK IH dix-crs'iLy. She is NcwMexl 
first reiTiulu guv l̂'iiur uiid liiii' llUtiiu IS in ihc mix as a possible 
vii£-prcsidi2ntiai nominee in 20t2. 

This from Thc(H]t>& Chris ailizyii: 

"She WDS elected uilh reladvcly Utile fanfans in 201 o as the fiovcmor of New Mexico, the 
firsl Hispanic vmmon governor — Democral or Riipublican — in the oounto'. Romupy h!n«i 
nontcd Mnrtinia's name as a potential vice prusident and Lhu Lund ofTinchanlment Us 
regarded as a swing state this ruii. Still, Martinez was the Dono Anna County DistricL 
ALLOmcy less than four >'cars ogo and may not yet be ready for llic notional spotlighL" 

Miirtinc7.'s polilicoJ ambilion Isegan in high school, where she wus president of her doss. 
/Viler sivitching parties Lo become a Republican in 1995, she ran against her former boss for 
dislrici aliorney, n posilion she has held in New Mexico's 3rd judicial districi since 1997. 

In her 2010 gubemaloriui race. Marline/, xx'os on outspoken opponent of amnesty for illegal 
iinmignint& While she and her opponciil both seek to repeal lhe law uliowing 
undociuncnled immigranls to obtain driver's licenses, Martinex has soid she would lake il 
one step further and revoke already issued licenses. 

Well knox̂ n as u pitKWcuLur, Martinex's 20iO campaign upixsurunces were reserved ond few. 
Instead, riding on IheooalluilsorCov. IViil Kicliflrdson's(D) unpopulurily, Martinez stayed 
oliead in Lhe polls without excessive medio ounlucl. I nlent on presenQng heraelf us lhe 
oppusilc uf Kicliurdson und Lieulenunl Governor Diune l̂ enish (D), her 2010 gubcrnaloriul 
fuc, Martine/. once uliulleiiged Ricliurdson lo a delxitc instead of Dunisli. 

Marline?. e(Ui:ily wnn her roue againsl Denish. 

In Hur Own Words 

"Wc prosecute an awful lol of individuals who come lo our counlo' [whose] only inlunL is li> 
coinmil criminal acLs. My focus has aiwQ̂ 's Ixseii on liie illegal immigranls who come here 
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GOP VP Possibilities: How About a Woman From Out West? 
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Robert Cuttman: COP VP poswbllilies: How Aboul a Woman From Out West? 

Utm l*;ml COV \ ice Prŷ fdcnlial Nominee . Rob Portniaii. Susana MartltW/ . h>|i|iv?> Nvws 

\s the chao.s of this Rcpiihlicati priiiiar> season coiiliiiucs, il '\s im|x)rtaiil tiol lo loi-gul Ihc |)o.wibililics ol a vicc-presiilciitial running male lw a 
Romney. (Jingrich, Sanloivni or l*4iul lickcl. Although con.scr\alivcs have shown a lack ol" cnthusiasni lor the current candidalcs. the sirciiglh ol 
Ihc Republican I'iitly for ihis cycle has been Ihcir bench. Republicans gel bored with Romney, hut arc exuberant aboul New .lel̂ e> (Jov. Chris 
(!hi'islie. 

They Uxik Ihc olher way when I'Siul is inctUioned bul love l lorida Sen. Marco Rubio. Hycs u>ll over wilh ('lingrich's I'lerj rhek)ric, bul hold Ihc 
woixls of South l.>akolu vSeii. .lohn Thune in Ihc highest olCsleenv 

1 \:oplc still wanl the Indiana "ovcnior U> run lor president lo iiLstill his biidgct-cultin*! ways to the White House. He would also be a gwwl VP 
choice as would Sen. Rob Poftinan from Ohio who has a similar budget cutliit{! h>ickj!nnitid as (lOvenior Daniels. And .Michigan (iovcrnor Rick 
Snyder could be anoiher possible \ P choice lor the (K)l'. 

.\ eoniroversial choice lor \'V this liinc around could be Ihe leisly .\ri/x)na (lov. .lan Brewer. I lowewi-, there's anollier Repubtieun playci* on lhe 
iKiich Irom out west lhal conseivatives may want lo consider: (iov. Susana Marline/, ol'lhe great state ol' New Mexico. Wilh a Unigh image, 

ift Hispiinic background and raliii eiulorscinenl, this Rcpubliciin gem will help make Ihe party shine alter the primary dii.si .settles. Named "Woman 
0 of lhe ^ ear" and "l't\>seciilor ol ihe \ car," she ixirtrays lhe image of a tough and compcteiil yet cheerf ul leader. 
VT 
0 (iovenior .Martine/., 52. tolcs the (iOI* pan>- line wilh all ol Ihc major social issues. She's opposed to any eleclive abortion and sup|ions parental 

f̂l noliflcalfon Ibr iiiiiK)rs of 13 years ol'age or younger that arc seeking an abortion. She's also opposed to .siinie-sex marriage as well as medical 
maiijtiana. These simple marks on the conser\-iUive ehecklisl dcm'l diUcrenliale hev Irom her Kqiublican colleagues, llowewr, there are sonic 

iq- signirteaiil policies lhal iiiiiy make her stand out Irom the pack. 

'g!L \li\r\y into her Tirst term, (iovemor Marline/:ii;uualan exccultve order teseiiidtng sanctuary status Ibr illegal immigranls who uimmit crimes, 
1̂  but protect victims and wiinesses of criminal ucls from imniigraUon pi\)seeution. This is a solid itileinpl to provide "rule ol'law" and seciirit\ in a 
^ world lluit oVlcn limes is shy ol* goverament interaction. (Jovemor .Vlarliiiey. is also seeking lo ivniove access lo stale driver's licenses for illegal 

iminigrsints as a way to confronl issues of organi/.eil ciime and border security. In an even tougher stance lhan her Texas neighbor (iov. Rick 
IVrry, (iovciiior .Marline/ is seeking to deny the New Mexico I X)tlcry Scholarship, a grant that covers mosl tuition costs lo New Mexico High 
School gniduates thai attend stale universiiics, to the children of umlocumenied immigrants. 

Govemor Manine/ also (wssesses the big dreams that so far seem to encompass this Republican pitnary. Since taking olTice in 2011 in a 
heavily Ikniocratic stale, she has been proimiling inveslmenl into New Mexico's "Spaccpoit Aiiicricii" tliat will be the rii>>t coitniiereial aireraH 
to carry passengeiN beyond our atmosphere. I'his is nothing new. but her twist is lhe promotion of private in\HMtment over govenimeni 
investment, something that will suivly strike a chord with consctvative and I ea-ltirliers alike. If (iingrich plans on following through with his 
"niiwn colonics" then he might want to cluKwe a running mate with similar interests.)Especially if hi.s running male can fund his future .space 
odys.se>' ini\els tlux>ugh private channels. 

Recently (iovenior .Martine/ signed an aiiti-comiption bill thai would allow judges lo impo.se rmaiicial |)enallies on public officials convicted of 
cormption and inake ihcir pensions as well as benefits vulnenible to sei/iire. I his bill .sends a message to a stale that has a history of corrupt 
practices by ils elected and appointed olTicials. In a political svason where many on the right see gownimcnt as corrupt, as the viee piesidcntial 
candidate Maninc/'s tough anti-corruption stances will excite the Republican base. (io\'enior Martinez is also married to a aHired fxilicc olYieer, 
(:huck l-ranu). who serxed nK>re than .̂ 0 ysaxs in the Stsite of New Mexico, l-'ranco is an avid hunter and fisher and foniier game warden. His 
histor)' in law enforcement will ea.sily impress coiiser\'ative voters throughout the country. ....̂ ^ 

.Martini:^ is from a noniiall) IDeiiiocratie slate. She is a Hispanic wilh a lough law and order imaac. She is I'nnn out west Slu- w^wyi tn he in step 
with the conserx alivcs of the CiOl' on the key social issues of the day. I ler tough imawe may he wfett the Republicans are looking for in 2012. 
She certainly has to be betler than their 2(M)8 VI' choice! ~ ~"~—' —' 

Follow Robert Guttman on Twitter: w ww.twiHer.coin/@cpfr 

l<)IJX)Wi:S 
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Pollster: Latinos Are Key to GOP Winning White House 
^Igy CaiUIn Hiiey-Burnq - March 8,2012 
0 

0 
mis no secret lhai Republicans need lo make up ground in aliraciing Laiino volers: Baruck Obama doubled John 
JlcCain's showing among ihis rapidly growing conslitucncy four years ago. In faci, a longlime GOP polisier cauUoned 
,Jhursday lhal if Republicans don'l narrow ihis deficit, ihcy can kiss their dream of winning the While Hou.se goodbye. 

J^f we don'l do better among Lalinos, we're nol going to be lalking about how to get back Florida in the presidential 
•rlice; we're going lo be talking aboul how nol to lose Texas going forward," Whii Ayres, a veteran Republican 
simtegist who.se firm worked for Jon Huntsman, lold reporters Thursday. 

Shocking discovery by 
Cambridge Researcher's 
for amazing joint relief. 

1 simple rule to making a 
fortune overnight... 

[2011): Drivers with no 
OUIs are eligible to 
receive up to 50% off car 
insurance... 

"And you can'l po.ssib]y put lhe pieces logether in the Electoral 
College if you concede California, New York. Rorida and Texas to 
[Democrats]." 

Ayers' warning comes on the heels of a Fo.\ News Laiino poll lhal 
showed none of the Republics presideniial candidates atlracling 
more than 14 percent of lhe support from this bicx: when paired in a 
head-lo-head matchup wilh Presidenl Obama. And though the GOP 
candidates have derided the president for his handling of the 
economy and his signing of the national health care reform law, the 
survey shows 73 percent of Latino voters approve of the job Obama 
is doing as presidenl; 58 percent say he is doing a fine job handling 
the economy, and 66 percent view his handling of the health care 
issue favorably. 

But the volers polled cited jobs and the economy as the mosl 
imporianl issue facing lhem, and that, said A\TCS, is where 
Republicans need lo make inroadj?. Jf the GOP presidential nominee 
builds a compelling case that he understands how to ignite the 
economy and create jobs beUer Uian Obama, "he will get a higher 
share of the Latino vote lhan he is getting right now," said A>Tes, 
who is confident that former Massachusetts Gov. Mitl Romney will 
win the nod. "With the right message and the right outreach, we will 
do better, and probably because we're nol stupid. We can count. It's 

'̂ pTeuyobviousthalwecan'tcontinuetoloscLatinos2-Llhc way we 

did in 2008, and sUII be compcuiive as a naiional party." 

The secret of how to learn 
a foreign language in just 
10 days Is revealedl Read 
here to find out... 
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To do this, lhe nominee "cannot come across as someone who does not care about the concerns of Latinos," A\Tes said 
during a newsmaker breakfast sponsored by the Christian Science Monitor. The candidale has to send "a signal that 
we'd love to have you as part of our team." 

Bul on the national stage, Romney has hardly positioned himself as a warm and fuzzy friend of Hispanics. His now 
infamous line from a candidates' debate last year - "I'm running for ofllce, for Pfcle's sake; I can'l have illegals" ~ 
didn't help him vvith this group, and he has embmced self-deporlalion as a naiional strategy. He also has the backing of 
Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach, the architect of controversial immigration laws in Arizona and other states. 

Obama isn't exactly doing well on immigration either ~ the Fox poll found 41 percent of Latinos disapprove of the 
president's handling of tliis issue. (Guy West, who leads the Hispanic Institute, inld RCP last the summer that Obama 
has lei Latinos down on immigration, and that the issue weighs heavily on their minds even when jobs and the 
economy take precedence.) 

Nilill, Ayres conceded that Republicans are losing the messaging contest: "The immigration debate and the tone of 
(Qome people discussing it hurt the Republican Party. I don't think there's any way you can deny thai." Ayers' research, 
^hough, suggests that Obama has work lo do in Florida and finds him polling 11 points lower among Latinos there than 
i^e did in 2008. His data indicate Republicans can do well in the Sunshine State as well as in New Mexico and 
li^olorado. olher stales where Obama is underperforming, he said. Still, there are eight long months until Election Day. 
VT 
^^olling aside. Ayers believes Republicans have a lool ihis year that they didn't have before: Latino leaders in the party 
Quch as Florida Sen. Marm Rubm. New Mexico Gov. Susanna Martinez and Nevada Gov. Brian Sandoval. Ayres 
^inted that Rubio, whom he called the "Michael Jordan of American politics," would be a smart pick for the number 
'two spol on the ballot in November - a move that could make up for what Romney lacks in being a "natural 
politician," he said. 

Caillin Huej'-Bums is a reporter for RealClearPolitics. She can be reached al chiicx burn.sCr* realclcarpoluic<;.L'»nv 
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Why Governor Susana Martinez Needs to 
Be Romney's Pick for Vice President; Why 
a Working Class Hispanic Woman Can 
Restore the National Republican Party 

MAY 2012 

By. Chris Lopez 
Belwoen Gaiy Johnson, BUI Richardson, and now Susana Martinaz. il is no wonder why so 
many big ego democrals want lo run lor govemor of Now Mexioo in 2014. Ihey seem lo be 
guaranteed a shol al the national stage if Ihey win. 

But where twih Johnson and Richardson have appeared to fail in establishing vialriGly it 
seems llial liming has given Governor Martinoz nol only havo Iho besi chance al bringing 
national iegHimacy lo a New Mexican, but 'Ja^ in tcct may hjve tha best cfiance Ilut 
icpublicans hava ct winning Iho prciiiliiGntu! nomination roi Mitt Romney. 

The Ivy League anaiyste wllirin the GOP biain^nist have tried to push for Flofida Senator 
Maioo Ruirio as a VP pick: he^ young. Hispanic (Cuban), and a Tea Party favorite. Bul 
vi4ien Ihe general eieclion comes around, the alch-a.siceich gels shooli up and the game 
changes. 

Tea Patty types are not allradive lo independents or Democrats who consider an 
aiianutive lo Ohama. The Cuban nalionalily is also nol widely aocopled as bue Hispanic by 
Ihosa who are of Spaniard or Mexican doseent in siatos Uko Now Maxlco. Nevada, or 
Calffomia (AO stales were caniod by Obama in 2008). 

The fade speak for Ihemselves. in a recenl Fox Mews Poll, c n ^ 14 s i K:f.'(K!.n!cs fa-jor 
Romnoy,v,-hcicas n f / i or Hicpsnics favor Prcslden: Ot;3nia. The H l ^ i r i e issue bone 
lhal even TIME IMagazina hfghiqhled by a sloiy "Why Latinos wiU picic Ihe next Preddent' 
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Nol only does the GOP have a piobiem with diawing Hispanics. bul they have a problem 
wilh women, in a leoonl ABC News/VMashbigton Post PoO, Ronuiey irallc Obama by 19 
psrccniao^ points among vvjjmt>ri lli&eiy voters. Tha birth eoniral issue peifedly played 
by Iho PicsidonI has had an obvbus impad on how women peiceive Ihe RepubDcan Party, 

Bul nol anybody can waDi onto Ihe Vice Piesidenliai stage and cany their respedive 
weighl. As we saw wilh Sarah Palin, who although gained great nallonal name 10 and 
wealth, Iha lopubUcan party looic the negativo hits in the pncess. 

I'm sure the Harvard C11.6.A/ J.O. ti'lit Romney ivili bring his number crunching, 
prsginntte poHilcsi minri Co (oali fo; a VP cand.*dale who can ta:te Ciire of a coupler 
ISSU3S lot him: Hispsnies and bVoincn. — 

r 
BySfiooshg a Hispanic woman, Romney takes care of both issues while showing a 
different side to his lobolle persona: a mora human side lo Ihe socially awiiwaRi hundred* 
mOlionaire lhal is mostly only seen when accompanied by his wife. 

Whs>thci it ir. lhe conirasl of a woman soffoniitg Romney's eraflcd Captsin America 
Image, or the foct that the ci:tc Republican would chooiio a v.'orUinQ eia&s Hispanic 
witman who dug In her heels to earn a law degree - there is no doubl lhal choodng a 
Hispanic woman would drag Ihe republican party out of Ihe out of touch, eGie. liglil wing 
radicel ideologies and bade lo Ihe lealily of evoiyday Americans. 

A Hispanic woridng dass woman seleded Ibr Vice Presidenl would change Ihe game, for 
Ihe bettor. 
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'"Veepstakes: How much does the Hispanic vote really matter? 

April 20 2012 by Christophei' Cook I View oilier pCf f iU^yCbd^ l i ^ l lUJ l I ^^ 
#Two.al ' . J . B L i k e ji^ 0 

Bctbrc I gci lo Ihc main cvcnl. whicli is u piece by Michael Oaronc. I'd jusl like lo point out lhal Luis Fonufk), someone whom I have several Umcs 
said would make a ra.scinaling oul-of-lhe-box choice Tor Romney. is still t-onsideird to lw. a dark linpit^ fxtsitihili^^r 

Puerto Rico Gov. Luis I'orliino (R) is a .sleeper pick Tor Ihc No. 2 spol on ihc 2012 presideniial liukcl. aouording lo G O I ' siraiugisis. 

Republican fronl-runner Mitt Romney hns kept his cards close to his chest on vice presidential prospects, saying lhal i l would be 
"prcsumpluoiLs" lo Ihink aboul i l bcTorc winning lhe nomination. But in a recenl inlervicw wilh Newsmax. he described Rirtuno as " a 
.< l̂id oonservaiive and a firm leader." Mc also dubbed Fortuno "one or ihc gixail leaders or our pzirly." 

Republican siralcgisis say that whomever Romney picks, the selection has lo rcsonaie wiih .i-li.spanic voters. Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) 
is by Tar and away lhe leading Mispanic candidale Tor Romney, bul there arc others. They include New Mexico Gov. .Susana Martinez. 
Mevada Gov. Brian Sandoval and l^rtuno. 

It's nice lo see Itepublican slmicgisis thinking along oui-or-ihe-box lines. 

Many people lake i l as a given lhal Romney's choice "has lo rcsonaie wii l i Hispanic voters." Not so Inst. sa\-s Mii^h^ai ijaiTinc (emphasis mine): 

Ticket-balancing suggestions have come in to Milt Romney. l-le should eiidursu a i ler j ' culiui'al conservalive. some Republicans say. 
although he's nol likely to name the undisciplined Rick Sanlorum. 

Mu needs lo name a Luiino. say others. Bul Ihc mosl obvious choice, the cloc|ucnl Sen. Marco Rubio. has rciieraied his unwillingness to 
mn. So has New Mexico Gov. Susana ManineK. 

The argument U ia l Republicans need additional support from Latinos way be oventoted. The 20J0 exit pol l shows Republicans 
won 38 percent o f Ihe Lat ino vote — and that that was enough for a national majority, since they carr ied whites by a record 60 
to 37 percent 

Anyway, lickci-balancing is nol the only successrui appixxiuh. as Bi l l Clinton understood. When he clinched ihc IDemocraiic nominalion 
in 1992 as a Souihem modcruie. it was widely assumed he would pick a Norlhcm liberal, as Jimmy Carter had. 

So how impoilani is Ihc Mispanic vole right now? 

Iiiip://www.we$iernrreepress.com/20l2/04/20/veepsiakes-how-mucli-does-the-hlspanlc-voie-really-mauer/ Page 1 of 3 
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When it comes lo lhe presideniial eieclion. lhe Tinsl question is. how many Mispanics arc in swing slates? As il liims out, almost half or all Mispanics 
are in Iwo stales: Caliromia and Texas. The odds arc very good Uiose each of those is sare, ihc Tonncr Tor Obama and the lallcr for Romney. And 
when you average out the I lispanic population across actual swing stales, you get a figure of 8156.750 per stale. That isn't all ihai high. Among lhc«e. 
Rorida. Colorado, and New Mexico arc Ihe mosl {jrcvnlenl in this eieclion. 

And then there's lhe popular vote. You can asc this amaang iix^ from Resiu-gcntRcpiihitc to glean uscTuI inrormalion and wargame various 
sccrcirias. Mosl striking lo mc was lhe tool near ihc bottom called "Simulaiing 2012." Use ihc sliders lo change the percentages of l-lispanic vote for 
Ihe GOP, non-Mispanic vole Tor the GOP. and Hispanic percent of ihc elcciorala 

My takeaway aTier using the tool Tor just a Tew momenis was striking. Sian with the 2006 .soeiKirio. Leave Ihe perccnl of Ihc elcclof<itc ul 9%, which 
was Tairiy high. Then move the two sliders below. Note how very small moves among non-Hispfinics give Ihe GOP Ihe win in Ihe popular vote, bul it 
takes huge moves of Ihc Hispanic vote slider lo change lhe rcsulls—up lo perceniages for Ihe GOP lhal Mispanics arc nol likely lo vole in Tor a long 
time, i fever. 

Quick conclusion: Barone is probably righL The Hispanic vole is nol a major factor in the VP choice (unless lhal VP is Trom llorida). Arguably, Ihe 
Hispanic vole won't be much of a Taclor in lhe general eieclion al all, save Tor in a Tew key slates. 
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Would you re-elect Obama? Share your 
opinion here. 
www .n«Mmajt.cDm/«irvew 

AdCnoicesl? 

Subscribe 

Email Address 

• Zip Code 

Sign Up 

Follow Us On Twitter 

hiip://www.wcstenif'reepress.com/2012/04/20/veepstakes-liow-much-does-the-hispanlc-vote-realiv-matter/ Page 2 of 3 



^uMi ia Martinez? - Bisabeih Melnecke 

Heather Wilson f^r gflnntff 
Washington Post calls Heather the next rising star. 

Towl 

5/7/12 8:13* 

Towiilall 

Townhall Magazine 

INSIDE M A V O 

Tbwnhc^il 

g OLOW 80k 

S 6 8 ft Mayor, 2012 j Log In | Signup Q 

Homo Colu.' imir.t; Tip: h P-Meet Cartoons 201.? E l i xHon 
Pol lT,.^ckCf tJov.r-. V(c/eo Phot 

BKIAKINC. NEWS 

fM 
l̂l̂ Townhall > The Tipsheet » Elisabeth Melnecke 

l^ice President: Susana Martinez? 
»fi 

<P 
ffl 

Elisabeth Meinecke 
Tawnfiaff Mqgazne Menegir^ Cditor 

GLIkv 4.7k 

For our May Issue, the Townhall editorial team compiled a list of the 
hottest Vice presidential contenders our there and made Ihe case for 
their selection. We had a a few criteria when crafting the list: a 

. statesman (or womanI) who has led on conservative policy, is 
politically viable. Inherently marketable and appeals to America's 
Imagination. 

Here's one of the top eight candidates and four honorable mentions 
' Ihat made the cut. Agree or disagree? Bfiad the lull article, and then 
voice votir opinion in our veepstakes polll 

Townha l l 

From Townhall Magazine's EXCLUSIVE May featum. "Who WUI Win the 
VeepstakBS?': 

Susana" Mtartinez: Why should Ihe GOP nominee choose New Mextoo Gov. Susana Martinez as a 
running male? For slaiters. there are voter demographies: She is the first Latina to ever be elected 
flovemor in the United Stales. I/I tne past IBW feledloh cVd6t̂  Ilm Hepubngan iiiacei nas amnnieHlo 

igarnai-boUi lliu I iiupjillu 6nd women SVflte. MaillilUZ iwuulu jppfeal lo Uitise voters in addljion to the 
consBfViilWe PaSe and inaepenaems. ano ner nomination wouie throw the race card QUI ttie window, 

t Plus. Miirtin6k Is an avid sU0)Mrter oi ine second Amenament—she even recenlliTKcelved a 100 percent 
i score on her concealed cany permit renewal. 

Ulhough Martinez holds the same principles most oonsdivaiivuu Uu—iii 
life, hard work, tower taxes and more—she has her own unique American story. As a teenager and 
throughout college, she worked at her father's small security company as a security guard. As small 
butdness owners, the Martinez fiamily began lo understand the value of entrepreneurs Investing more of 
Iheir money in their buaness for growth rather lhan giving It to the government.' 

' Moving Into public life, lyAartinez wodced as a prosecutor and district attomey for years and managed Ihe 
I second-largest district attomey ofiioe In the state. After being elected govemor in 2008. IMartinez took her 
i experience in the prWate sector and applied it to public policy. She reduced taxes on Ihe construction and 
j manufacturing Industries in an effort to encourage hlrir^ and create a friendly business environment 

As a border slate govemor. her signature battle has been on the topic of illegal immigration. iVIaitinez has 
been lighting to overtum a New Mexico law that allows Illegal immigrants to obtain a drivers license. 
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^ Why the country's first Latina governor might be Mitt's best veep 
ppick. 

by Andrew Romano f/contributors/an̂ rftw-ramftnoiMmU | May 14, 2012 1.00 AM EDT 

Unless you happen to live near vast stretches of sand, sagebrush, and adobe, chances are you have no idea 
who Susana Martinez is. That's a pity, because she may be the boldest, savviest vice presidential pick Mitt 
Romney could make. 

Consider Romney's vulnerabilities. He trails Barack Obama by as many as 56 percentage points among 
Latinos. Women prefer the president by roughly 20 points. Conservatives still distrust him, and populists in 
bolh parties suspect that he's a vulture capitalist who likes to fire people. New Mexico's Martinez, the first 
Latina govemor in U.S. history, would solve each of these problems, or help as much as any running mate 
conceivably could. Within minutes of meeting mc in Santa Fe one morning last montli, she is speaking fluent 
Spanish, reminiscing about the .357 magnum she acquired at age 18, and describing her family's mom-and-
pop security business back in El Paso. A scout from Boston would have been very pleased. 

Still, it isn't until a few hours later, when we arrive at Albuquerque's Mission Avenue Elementary School, 
that Martinez demonstrates precisely how potent a sidekick she could be. By now, everyone knows that 
Romney tends to act like a malfunctioning automaton around real people: stiff, preprogrammed, out of sync. 
Martinez, who has stopped by to read IfYou Give a Mouse a Cookie, is different. A sturdy 52-year-oId with 
a bronze bob, black jeans, and a cropped black motorcycle jacket, she sits "criss-cross applesauce," as she 
puts it, on the floor. She gently restores order eveiy time the kids stand, squinn, squeal, or inch into the circle 
for a better view of the titular mouse and his hilarious milk mustache. And when she spots one glum little girl 
sitting off to the side by herself, she makes a point of getting her involved. 

"Do you want to help me with my book?" Martinez asks. The girl glances up through her dark bangs. After a 
few seconds, she nods. "Tell me your whole name," Martinez says. 
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m Gov. Susana Martinez speaks fluent Spanish and acquired a .357 Magnum at age 18. (Jesse 

Chehak for Newsweek) 

"Mackenzie... Slagle." 

"Well, Mackenzie," the govemor says. "I'm going to read from this book, and sometimes, reading sideways 
is hard. So I need you to help me." 

Mackenzie smiles—and scoots to Martinez's side. 

It's a small gesture, hardly the sort of thing that would, or should, eam someone a spot on the GOP ticket. 
Then again, it is also exactly the sort of thing—empathizing, being spontaneous, connecting wilh another 
human lifeform—that Romney can never seem to pull off by himself. 

The question now is whetlier Romney, who pledged in January to consider Martinez for his cabinet and 
"some other positions as well," will be wise enough to keep his promise—and whether, if offered, Martinez 
will be ambitious enough to accept. 

To thrive in the years ahead. Republicans must do a better job of appealing to three kinds of people: women. 
Latinos, Westemers. Simply put, the GOP needs to become less of Mitt Romney party and more of a Susana 
Martinez party. 

The trendlines tell the tale. Over the next 40 years, America's Latino population is projected lo triple in size, 
from 47 miWion \o 133 million, making it the fastest-growing source of potential voles in the country. 
Unfortunately, Republicans have been shedding Latino support in recent years: last time around, John 
McCain lost Latinos by 36 percentage points, roughly double George W. Bush's previous margin of defeat. 
As the GOP veers further and further to the right on immigration—both McCain and Bush supported 
comprehensive reform, something Romney refuses even to discuss—the chances of closing that gap will only 
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dwindle. 

Women are also shying away froin Republicans. Tlie main reason Obama was able to beat McCain by 13 
percentage points among female voters is that he won unmarried, working, and highly-educated types by 
double digits-groups that are growing as a percentage of the population. In contrast, the female voters who 
tend to support Republicans-married, stay-at-home, and non-coUege-educaled women-have been losing 
market share for decades. If candidates like Romney continue to rely on white, workmg-class, largely 
Southem men for most of tlieir support-Democrats are also gaining ground in the burgeoning Sun Belt and 
Mountain West regions~they will find it harder and harder to compete. 

Could Martinez help forestall that fate? She may be dead-set against running with Romney, like she says. 
(When I ask how she would respond if the presumptive nominee came calling, Martinez cuts me off. "No," 
she says. "Absolutely no ") Or she may be willing, like Joe Biden, to change her mind. At this point, the buzz 

*̂ *for Martinez is still building: the Washington Post recently ranked her fifth on its veepstakes list, and GOP 
5j strategists such as Mark McKinnon are only beginning to chatter about how '*she checks so many boxes 
0 Republicans need." Maybe a few more months of flattery will soften her up. I doubt even she knows for sure. 
»n 
''^ What I don't doubt is that Martinez has bigger plans for herself, and her party, than her demurrals seem to 
VT 
n^r suggest. 
0 
^̂ I'he Mission Avenue event is over, and I've just settled into the backseat of the govemor's beige Suburban. 

She already has a BlackBerry pressed to her ear. I don't speak Spanish, but she seems to be telling someone 
how to tend to her garden: water "las vides" for "cinco minutos," use "la sprinklerita" on "las rositas." Then 
she pauses: "Y la Lettie?" 
Not many people from Martinez's modest, minority background end up becoming Republican politicians. 
That much is obvious. But the most consequential difference between the govemor and the GOP's wealthy, 
white-bread figureheads may be her relationship with her older sister Leticia, who has cerebral palsy. The 
challenges of caring for Lettie have shaped Martinez's personality and her goveming philosophy in ways that 
could counteract the party's callous, 1-percenter reputation—and resonate with voters, especially women, who 
tendtOTccô l from social conservatives. 

The Martinez sisters were bom in the border city of El Paso, Texas to a secretary mother and boxer-tumed-
deputy-sheriff father, both of whom grew up in the Scgundo Barrio, a notoriously poor, predominantly 
immigrant part of town. The girls' great-grandfather, Toribio Ortega, fired the first shots of the Mexican 
Revolution, their grandfather, Adolfo Martinez, didn't become a U.S. citizen until 1942, even though he 
entered the country (lawfully) more than two decades earlier. The Martinezes lived in public housing for 
years before moving to Thomas Manor, a blue-collar Mexican-American neighborhood surrounded by 
farmland. It was there that Susana began to watch over Lettie. In elementary school, she would push their 
twin beds up against the wall and lay on the outside to prevent her sister from falling to the floor while she 
slept. After their mother died in 2006, Martinez immediately became Lettie's legal guardian. 

When the govemor hangs up, I notice that she looks distraught; Lettie, who still lives wilh her longtime 
caretaker in the Martinez's Las Cruces home, couldn't come to the phone. I ask if she wishes her sister could 
have moved with her to Santa Fe. "When I go to see her, she says she misses me," Martinez begins. "But 1 
cannot..." She trails off, and her eyes begin to water. After a moment, she continues. "Tiie other day, Lettie 
fell on her face. Straight on. A swollen nose, a cut forehead, a swollen lip. So right away I had to go down 
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there and make sure she was OK." 

At 16, Martinez decided not to have children of her own. "In a way, I saw myself as already having raised a 
child," she tells me. But because of her experience with Lettie, she has always believed tliat Washington has 
a role to play in protecting the most vulnerable Americans-a stance that clashes with the Republican Party's 
current cut-at-all-costs mentality. Despite inheriting a $450 million deficit, Martinez managed to v̂ ing an 
additional $6 million in Medicaid money out of the New Mexico legislature during her first year as govemor. 
Her latest budget upped the ante to $45 million. "Lettie is on Medicaid," Martinez explains. "So I believe in 
providing services to adults and children who can't take care of themselves." The vast majority of national 
Republicans, including Romney, support Paul Ryan's Path to Prosperity, which would decimate federal 
spending on the poor and sick. Martinez thinks they should reconsider. "Sometimes Republicans engage in 
number-crunching analysis that doesn't always take the neediest into account," she tells me. "We have to 
factor them in before we start proposing tliese cuts." 

Jjlt was the opportunity to advocate for people like Lettie that drew the govemor to public service in the first 
Qplace. Growing up, iVIartinez was so argumentative that her grandmother nicknamed her "la abogadita," or 
tnthe little lawyer. As soon as she graduated from law school, she went to work in Las Cruces as a prosecutor. 
'̂ There, she met detective Chuck Franco, who became her second husband. "I leamed to say *yes ma'am' at an 
pearly stage," he recalls. Ten years later, in 1996, Martinez was elected Dona Ana County district attomey 
0w\th nearly 60 percent of tlie vote. She went on to win convictions in several high-profile child-abuse and 
'Ocomiption cases, including the infamous "Baby Brianna" Lopez murder, in which Brianna's father and uncle 
'"̂ repeatedly raped, bit and threw the five-month old from ceiling to floor until she died from brain injuries. 

Until the mid-1990s, Martinez had always "attended Democratic meetings and supported Democratic 
candidates." But as she prepared to run for D.A., she decided to re-register as a Republican. Martinez has told 
her conversion story so many times that local politicos can recite it by heart. A couple of Las Cruces 
conservatives invite her and Franco to lunch. Martinez is waiy. But as the Republicans talk, she begins to 
change her mind. She finds that she agrees with them on issue after issue. She's pro-welfare reform, having 
seen the "cycle of dependency" firsthand as a prosecutor. She's pro-Second Amendment, having carried a 
gun since she started "securing bingos in parking lots at the Catiiolic Church" for the family's security firm as 
a teenager. (Tlie .357 was so large that "as I walked, I got a nice little bruise on the hip," she recalls. "But my 
dad said, 'You'll only need to fire once.'") She's against higher taxes, having witnesseid her father struggle to 
hire new employees. And she's opposed to abortion, being a Catholic and all. Aft:erwards, Martinez tums to 
Franco in the car. "I'll be damned," she says. "We're Republicans. Now what?" 

To me, Martinez's tale has always seemed a bit too tidy. So as we speed along 1-25 in the Suburban, I start to 
push back: Didn't you realize you agreed with Republicans on abortion long before this revelatory lunch? 
And what about welfare reform, the hottest topic in Washington at the time? But Martinez just stares at me. 
"Nope,"" she finally says, "f didn't pay a whole lot of attention. 1 registered Democrat because my parents did. 
They were, we were. There was no thinking behind it. And you'll hear that over and over here in New 
Mexico." Which, of course, is the moral of Martinez's story, and tlie reason she repeats it so often: There are 
a lot more Latinos out there like me, and a lot more of them could be Republicans. But we need to properly 
persuade \.helŶ . "As a Hispanic, I grew up this way," she tells me. "I didn't suddenly become conservative. Il 
was only the label that changed." 

At the time, Martinez's conversion wasn't especially convenient; Democrats and independents outnumber 
Republicans in Dona Ana County two-and-a-half to one. But the switch now positions her as a potential party 
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leader: who better to convert Latino Democrats, the thinking goes, than a Latina who used to be a Democrat? 

Martinez seems to agree. As we sit Aovm at a local Starbucks, I ask about immigration. It's a topic she has 
been reluctant to discuss since winning the Republican primary in 2010, so what comes next is surprising: a 
battle plan that contradicts nearly everything the GOP has been doing and saying since 2007, Romney's 
"self-deportation" strategy included. "'Self-deport?' What the heck does that mean?" Martinez snaps. "1 have 
no doubt Hispanics have been alienated during this campaign. But now there's an opportunity for Gov. 
Romney lo have a sincere conversation about what we can do and why." 

Naturally, Martinez has some suggestions. First, Republicans should remind Latinos that Obama pledged to 
pass comprehensive immigration reform by the end of his initial year in office, but "didn't even have the 
courage to try." Next, the GOP should outflank the president—on the left-by proposing its own 
comprehensive plan. "I absolutely advocate for comprehensive immigration reform," Martinez says,, sipping 
a caramel macchiato. "Republicans want to be tough and say, 'Illegals, you're gone.' But the answer is a lot 

!̂  more complex than that." Martinez envisions an approach "with multiple levels": increased border security; 
0 deportation for criminals; a guest-worker program for people who want "to go freely back and forth across 
•'T the border to work"; a DREAM Act-style pathway to citizenship, through the military or college, for children 

brought here illegally by their parents; and a visa (coupled with a "penalty" or a "tagback") that allows rest of 
:̂T the illegal population to remain in the U.S. while they follow standard naturalization procedures. 

0 
IJJ Martisvftx's I50\s\\ \s \i%at Repviblicans should peddle so-called "amnesty." In New Mexico, she's taken a lot 

of heat firom Latinos for repeatedly pushing to repeal a state law that allows illegal immigrants to obtain 
driver's licenses; she also opposes a standalone DREAM Act, arguing that politicians can't "fbc 
[immigration] by saying, 'Here's the DREAM Act and we're done. It has to be part of a larger plan." She 
simply believes that a more pragmatic approach will help Republicans in the long run, particularly if it's 
paired witli the sort of issues-based appeal that inspired her to switch parties and a more aggressive campaion 
to recnjit Hispanic candidates for local office. Maybe then the GOP can finally do what she did in her firet ° 
statewide contest: approach the magic 40.percent mark among Latino voters. That alone would be enoueh to 
swing a presidential election. ^ 

"We've got to stop with the rhetoric," Martinez says on her way out of Starbucks "I'm so tired of the 
rhetoric. Tower taxes,' you know. 'More opportunity.' Da da da It's this f i y ^ i n J ^ Z u L 
have to be some distinctions for people to latch onto." of nothmgness. There 

In Washington, pundits are already whispering that Martinez is too much like ĥ r -jni n ^ n . 
an unfamiliar first-temi female govemor from a far-flung âte-rr̂ hê ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  ^^^^ 
gamble on. * *'̂ "̂  averse Komney campaign to 
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taxes on small businesses, and increase local control over public schools by opting out of No Child Left 
Behind. "She's been well-received in the state, but she has not come out a commanding winner in her battles 
with the Democratic legislature," says Christine Sierra, a politics professor at the University of New Mexico. 
"So the jury is still out." 

With Martinez, symbolic gestures have at times seemed to stand in for actual political risk-taking. As soon as 
she took office, for example, she fired the gubernatorial chefs, grounded the gubematorial jet, and halved the 
gubemalorial staff. But the cuts she made, while real, were not nearly enough, on their own, to balance the 
budget-a feat that ultimately required savings and tax hikes phased in from tlie previous administration, plus 
a serendipitous spike in oil revenues. The theory in Santa Fe is that Martinez is more interested in preserving 
her popularity-with a 60 percent approval rating, she's one of the country's most well-liked govemors-than 
in irnplemeniing sweeping change. "Slie hasn't done a whole lol," says Joe Monahan, a prominent Santa Fe 

({jjolitical biogger and consultant. "Nothing has passed that has pissed a lot of people off. This isn't big vision 
rstuff She's maintaining a competent, minimalist administration so there's nothing to hang around her neck 
^uring the next campaign." 

»<At Starbucks, Martinez insists that she won't leave New Mexico anytime soon. "Partly it's my responsibility 
'^o my sister," she says. "Moving to Washington would be devastating to her. But also, I need to finish this 
3ob. I have to deliver the results I promised, because as the first Hispanic female govemor, I'm going to pave 
ii^ path of some.kind. I want it lo be one that little Hispanic girls will want to follow." 
"i 
I nod, but I'm reminded of a story Martinez told me when we first met, earlier today, around her kitchen table 
at the low-slung govemor's mansion-or "residence," as she insists on calling it̂ -in the hills north of Santa 
Fe. When she was 14, a group of teachers at El Paso's Riverside High School invited a handful of promising 
female students on a weekend retreat. Together, they talked about their hopes and dreams: where do you want 
to be in five years? where do you want to be in 10 years? When they got to 20 years, Martinez confessed that 
she was considering a career in politics. "I didn't know where and at what level," she recalled. "I didn't have 
a whole lot of role models to say, 'This much is possible, versus this much.' So I finally said, *I think I'd like 
to be a mayor. I'd like to pull logether a city and help do good things.' And they said, 'Why stop there?'" 
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Four ways Republicans can 
win Hispanics back 
Hy Jeb Bush, Published: January 25 
VT 
fll the .15 stales that are likely to decide who controls the 
Ĵ hitc House and the Senate in 2013, Hispanic voters will 
p̂resent the margin of victor}'. 

jgor the Republican Party, the slakes could not be greater. 
Vbst eight years after the party's successful effort to woo 
'fli.spanic \ olcrs in 2004. this community — the fastest-
growing group in the United States, according to census data — has drifted away. 

Although Democrats hold the edge, Republicans have an opportunity. We also have a record of winning 
Hispanic voters in certain statewide and national elections. Here are four suggestions on how Republican 
candidates can regain momentum with the most powerful swing voters. 

First, wc need to recognize this is noi a monochromatic community but, rather, a deeply diverse one. 
Hispanics in this country include Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, Cubans and many others. Some came here 50 
years ago to make a better life; others came last year. Some have lots of education, some have none. The 
traditional Republican emphasis on the importance of the individual has never been more relevant 

Nevertheless, there are common features and dreams acrass this community. Hispanics understand, either 
personally or through close family members, what it means to come here as an immigrant. They know how 
hard it is to function without a full working knowledge of English. They have often felt the sling of prejudice 
and the threats of gang violence. They tire of the stereotypes built by the media and some politicians. Like all 
volers, Hispanics respond lo candidates who show respeci and understanding for their experiences. 

Second, wc should echo ihc aspiralion.s of these voters. The American immigrant experience is the most 
aspirational story ever lold. Immigrants left all lhai was familiar to lhem to come here and make a belter life 
for their families. That ihey believe this is possible only in America is the best expression of American 
exccpiionalism I know. And on this score. Republicans have a winning message and record as the party of lhe 
entrepreneur. We are lhe party of lhe family business, and the family business is the economic heart of 
Hispanic communities. 

Third, we should press for an overhaul of our education system. Republicans have the field to themselves on 
this is.sue. Teachers unions and education bureaucrats have blocked Democrats from serious reform — it will 
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happen only with Republican political leadership. Bul wc have io move beyond simplistic plans lo "get rid of 
the Department of Education" and focus on substantive, broad-based reform thai includes school choice, 
robust accountability for underperforming .schools and the elimination of social promotion, in which kids arc 
passed along without mastering grade-level skills. Such improvements, it was noLcd in '?nQ9, plus efforts to 
embrace digital learning, helped Hispanic students in Florida lead the nation among their peens. And Hispanic 
voters, who often feel their children are trapped in failing schools, notice. 

Finally, wc need lo think of immigration reform as an economic issue, nol just a boixicr security issue. 
Numerous pi)lls show lhal Hispanics agree wilh Republicans on Uic necessity of a vSecuro border and 
enforceable and fairimmigralion laws lo reduce illegal immigration and strengthen Iĉ âl immigraiinn. 

Hispanics recognize that Democrals have failed lo deliver on immigration reform, having chosen lo spend 
their political capital on other priorities. 
•H . 
Î epublicans should reengage on ihis issue and reframc it Start by recognizing that new Americans 
^nglhen our economy. We need more people to come to this country, ready lo work and to contribute their 
uteativity lo our economy. U.S. immigration policies should reflect ihai principle. Just as Republicans believe 
ffl free trade of goods, we should support ihe freer flow of human lalent 

l̂ e need to connect immigration to other pro-growth policies, so that new Americans can apply their talents 
litre and succeed. The United Slates needs an economy lhal is vibrant and dynamic, open to the contributions 
Xfl new entrants. We have io reduce regulations across our economy, whenever they impede economic 
dynamism and flexibility in the labor market Wc need .secure energy supplies, radical tax reform and a 
reduced footprint of power of the state. 

Immigration rcform requires economic reforms. We must be able to assure new Americans the opportunity lo 
succeed and coniribuie their talents. 

And when they come, as surely they will, wc must welcome them, no matter whether they speak Spanish or 
Creole or Portuguese. When we hear forxjign languages in the streets of America, that is a validation of ihc 
Republican vision to create a place where people wanl lo come and make their lives. Hispanics here speak or 
are learning English - not French. Chinese or Hindi. There is a lesson in that, and Republicans should be the 
ones lo champion it 
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Romney opens new front against Obama, 
saying schools are failing 
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By Sam Youngmnn 
WASHINGTON | Wed May 21 201? 4 37pin EOT 

(Reuters) - Republican presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney opened a new front on Wednesday in his 
fight against President Barack Obama, accusing him 
of presiding over a failing U.S. education system that 
is in the grip of union bosses who refuse to accept 
reforms. 

In a rare diverston from Ms campaign focus on the weak U.S. economy, 

Romney laid out an .education plan in a speech that represented his most 

overt appeal lo date lo Hispanic voters who have largely skied wilh the 

Democratic Incumbent. 

Although he trails Obama by a huge margin among Hispanics. Romney's 

address to a Hispanic business group avoided mentioning a top priority for 

them: how to overhaul the country's immigration system. 
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Romney said millions of /Vmerlcan children are getting a "third-world 

education," and offered proposals that he said would rewanl teachers for 

their results instead of their seniority. And he would give parents greater 

choice of where to send their children to school and take otiier steps to 

reduce the influence of powerful teachers' unions. 

words against Romney in 
attacks 
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Election 2012 » 
"I believe the president must be troubled by the lack of progress since he 

took office. Most likely, he would have liked to do more. But the teachers 

unions are one of the Democrats' biggest donors - and one of the 

president's biggest campaign supporters. So, President Obama has been unable to stand up to 

union bosses - and unwilling to stand up Ibr kkls," Romrtey sakl. 

Romney^ focus on education comes during a spirited battle in Washington over student loan 

programs. Obama's Democrats have been pushing for an extension of low-interest loan rates fbr 

federal student loans to avoid a doublirtg of the rates from 3.4 percent. After an extended partisan 

fight, a compromise with Republicans is expected by the July 1 deadline. 

Tiie former Massachusetts governor is running neck-and-neck wfth Obama in polls, a prelude to 

what could be a close election. 

His education drive gave respite from fighting with Obama over how besX to hasten growth of the 

U.S. ecorwmy, and increasingly heated rhetoric t>etween the two over Romney's time as the head of 

a corporate buyout company Bain Capital. 

HISPANICS AND EDUCATION 

Hispanics will likely be crucial to the election. 

A Wall Street Journal/NBC/Telemundo poll out this week showed Obama leading Romney with 

Hispanic voters 61 percent to 27 percent. Romney is only now starting a push to try to peel some of 

them away because of their poterttial influence in swing states like New Mexico, Florida. Colorado. 

Virginia and North Carolina. 

But Romney went almost an hour at his event, including a speech and taking questions firom the 

event moderator, without mentioning the U.S. immigration system and how he would deal with 12 

million illegal immigrants in the United States. 

During the Republican primary battle, Romney and his rivals upset many Hispanics by adopting 

hard<right immigration positions. Romney called fbr the "self-deportation" of illegal immigrants. 

On Wednesday, he kept his speech to education, also a top issue for Hispanic voters although one 
that rarely ignites much passton on the campaign. 

lispanic Republtoan strategists said Romney was wise to keep his focus on education and the 

economy, noting that in several polls, Hispanic voters rate the economy well ahead of immigration 

as the issue they care about most. 

"Clearly, it appears that Govemor Romney has chosen to focus on what Vne vast majority of U.S. 

Hispanics and Latinos feel is of highest priority." said Daniel Garza, a Republican strategist and 

executive director of The Libre Initiative. 

Maxim Hot 100 

tandiffci l if^ini a h.imiiii >lii»l iC'tiil "A-Ghancefor Every Child." Romney laid out an education piarT 
that relies heavily on bolstering and improving the No ChiW Left Behind education law engineered 
by Obama's Republican predecessor, George W. Bush. 

Romney made more money and more access to charter schools the centerpiece of his platform, but 
he launched a stror>g attack on teachers' unions. 

"The teachers' unions are the clearest example of a group that has lost its way." Romney sakl. 

The education speech was a welcome break for Romney. who has been under a barrage of 
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>;We don't have to make a choice between 
balancing the budget and funding, our 
cla3sr(X)ms. Wc can du both. Qn. April Susana 
Martinis sijgned a bdlget diac b̂ liaindes the 
btidgeî ^Ue prai^ 

jHcr budget reduces 1.4 percent of the 
bur̂ ucracy, while protecting classroom. 
spejiding. To protect classroom dollars, 
Susana Martinez cut wasteful spending 
elsciwhere, including: 

I . . . . . 

Eliminating the highly-paid chefs in the 
' govemor's mansion 
I 

Selling the expensive state jet 

Cutting govemor̂ s office spending by 10% 

•. .The-grades on-report cards tell parents how 
our (children are performing* and help hold them 
accountable for their school work. We should 
hold schools accountable in the same way. 

jSusana Martinez established "School 
Grading" that will.grade individual schools on 
an j A tiirough F" scale. This will allow us to 
identify failing schools in need of improvement 
andjtewaid high-performing ones. 

Govemor Martinez is also creating an 
online "Sunshine Portal" that allows parents. 
to see where administrators are spending our 
education dollars. 

Susana Martinez is working with 
members of both-parties to reform our 
schools. Martinez even won the support . 
of the Obama administration for key reforms. 
She is working across party lines to: _ 

• End "social promotion" so kids master 
the basics.beforc being passed to the 
next grade 

• Intervene early to help struggling kids- to 
ensure they.can iead by the 3rd grade-

• Evaluate teachers based on student 
performance to reward our best • 
teachers with higher pay 
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N.M. Neecte Someone Who Will Speak Up; Denish Hasn't 

By Harvey Yates Jjr. 

Chalhnar^ N.N. RepHbllcan Party 

. In many w^ys New Mexk:o has been a good training ground for Obamafication: Much of the enterprise system in New Mexico is dependent 
on government largess; here, govei'riment often chooses the business winners.and losers; for several years there has been a marked lack of 
prudence in managing the state's financial resources, and were New Mexico a nation, it likely would challenge Argentina in the race to 
debase its currency. Furtfiermore, in New Mexico — though perhaps not yet a recognized characteristic of Obamafication — businesses 
rjgpl̂ larly pay protection moriey in the form of politfcal. contributions. 

t six years New Mexico has been run as if it is the domain of a caudillo. Cross him and there will be retribution! Want to do business with 
state? Pay his friends; they will take care of him. Want to do business in the state? A contribution will do. Maybe. But beware the 

re la t ions which are set to drive business to his friends. 

• .unpaudillo cant do it alone. Choose the unsavory: a former druggie in the south, a sanctioned broker in the center, a sanctioned broker in 
: thtgf Capital. And more. ' ' \ 

Qbama chose well for his Commerce secretary. Commerce is so well positioned to squeeze and cajole business. Unfortunately, what likely 
' rflade Richardson right for the Commerce Departnnent also may make him right for an indictment. Timing is everything, as they say. 

i will the Richardson-Denish administration go down in New Mexico history as the most corrupt administration since Worid War II, if not 
since statehood? Probably. Hardly a day passes without a news story having to do with corruption. 

^ WIII Richardson survive his term? I think not. I predict that the long overdue, serious investigation of corruption in this state will cause his 
departure. I predict that oiane Denish will be the incumbent govemor against whom a Republican runs In 2010. 

Some would fault Richardson for the corruption but would not fault Denish. But, 'f Penish is not to be Suited, why hasnt she yelled, 
"Stop*? (pprruptipn has been so prevalent in this state, and so embedded in the Democrat power structure, it is not believable to suggest-
thaf she has been unaware oif it. Denish has been MIA in opposing corruption. She has been no Pauline Revere. 

She moved to the other Side of the table when Richardson repeatedly poked at the side of her leg. Why hasnt she moved to the other side 
of the table on corruption? is it not as important? If she has lacked the courage to speak vigorously against corruptiori, she is unfit to be 
governor. 

Ms. Oenlsh mjght reflect on this statement made by Martin Luther King Jr.: "To accept passively an unjust system is to cooperate with that 
system." 

This state must be cleaned up. We must stop the niadness. The way to do that is to elect a govemor who is dedicated to scrubbing the 
state clean. Democrats in this state, at this time, are not constituted to do that. 

Ittp://epaper.abc||ournal.com/Reposltoiv/getFlles.asp?Style-OliveXU...=ARTlCLEaMedLine_hl-»sSearchlnAll=false«SlartFrom»160«V»e«^ Page 1 of. 2 
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Gov. Richardson's Future Is Again Talk of Santa Fe 
By JAMES C McKINLEy Jr . 

SANTA FE, N.M. — Gov. Bill Richardson got a standing ovation at a speech last week, and he said it felt like 
a hug from an old friend. It had been more than nine months since he was received with anything more 
ffian polite applause. 

{̂ r. Richardson has emeî ged battered but unbeaten after a yearlong federal investigation into accusations 
l̂ at his aides steered bond business to a big campaign contributor. Prosecutors abandoned the inquiry two 
Wlseks ago, but not before making it impossible for the govemor to accept a cabinet post in the Obama 
^ministration, crimping his influence at home and damaging his popularity. 

^ now know the burden of being unfairiy accused," Mr. Richardson said this week in an interview. 

"A cloud has been lifted," he continued, ''and I feel vindicated, and I feel like I'm back loo percent." 

It has been a rough period for Mr. Richardson, a Democrat and aî guably the most popular and powerful 
govemor in his state's history. 

Now, however, he has retumed to form, political scientists here say. His poll numbers are creeping up, and 
a national appointment is again a possibility. £veryone in Santa Fe, the capital, is speculating about what 
he yn\\ do next. He has 14 months left as govemor and cannot serve another term. 

In recent weeks, the governor has been active on the international scene, sparking rumors that President 
Ohama might offer another assignment. He was in Cuba on a trade mission the day it was announced that 
the United States attomey in Albuquerque had abandoned efforts to bring criminal chaises against him, 
leading New Mexican pundits to wonder aloud if he might be named special envoy to that island. 

He also hosted a delegation of North Korean officials in the state, after having played a minor advisory role 
in the release of two American journalists imprisoned there. Recently, he took on another intemational 
mission, agreeing to try to help free three American hikers imprisoned in Iran. 

Mr. Richardson said these freelance forays into intemational affairs signified nothing. He is emphatic that 
he is not angling for a job in Washington, although, as always, he does not rule anything out. 

"I'm not planning my next move to Washington," said the govemor, whose own presidential campaign 

hnp://www.nvtlmes.com/2009/09/12/us/poiltics/12santafe.hlml?pagewanted'prlnt Page 1 of 3 
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From Whitney Cheshire, coinmunications director for the Republican 
Party of New Mexico: 

"This is a very serious and unfortunate situation for New Mexicans. Our 
state has been under one party's rule for decades and is now riddled with 
scandal. The Republican ^̂ r̂ y ̂ f Npuy MPYICO commends the Fgl andjJae 
US Attorney's office for their work. Like tne rest QT tne cQpnt-ry, wo ara 
weflttngto-see whdl-gSmes of the investigation into Bill Richardson's 
administration/' ~" ^ 
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i Gov. Martinez Joins Romney Team 
j By Associated Press on Wed. Jun 6.2012 ^ g S - ^ l ^ TyweTKo] S ^ l l l H m t e ' 

POSTED AT; 12:30 pm 

ip 
fijf ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) — Gov. Susana Martinez has been appointed to a new Hispanic leadership team 

ennounced Wednesday by Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney. 

Romney, who won the New Mexico primary on Tuesday, said Martinez will be en honorary co-chair of his "Juntos 

^ Con Romney" team that will help guide his campaign on Hispanic initiatives and outreach. 

VJ 

0 
The Republican Party has been woridng hard to woo Hispanic voters, who make up the ftistest growing minority 

voter block but who traditionally have voted Democratic. 

I Martinez is considered one of several rising GOP Hispanic stars under consideration as a running mate for 
I Romney. While she has supported the nominee, she has also been critical of the tone Romney and other GOP 
i presidential candidates took against immigration during the primary. 
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Hopefully that will keep she and her junta out of our hair for awhile. 
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